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Lesson Calendar 
7. November 18.—Nehemiah’s Prayer 


Paemabemage ...o66odisivee sees tfteaves apes Nehemiah 2: 1-11 
8 November 25.—A Psalm of Thanksgiving........ Psalm 103 
9. December 2.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of 

Jerrsalend ....cccccccoccscccccepecgvccsscccnces Nehemiah 4 
10. December 9.—Ezra and Nehemiah Teach the 

Rs. ota e emscene voeds Sepak tetiens enone sheds Nehemiah 8 
11. December 16.—Nehemiah Enforces the Law of 

the Sabbath .....cccccccccccccccceccs Nehemiah 13: 15-22 
12. December 23.—Preparation for the 

DRORMION  oiccnsesssaneccevaseeccvapsecscece Malachi 3: ‘1-12 
13. December 30.—Review: God’s Redeeming 

LOVC. oc cccscgcceccscccsnccvesoes Read Psalms 123 and 124 


First Quarter, 1918 
1. January 6.—John Prepares the Way for 





FONE videsuare yojcovcocccduneccePcosesvcecces Mark 1: 1-11 
2. January 13.--Jesus Begins His Work........Mark 1: 12-20 
3. January 20.—Jesus at Work.......... .-»-Mark 1 : 21-45 
4. January 27.—Jesus Forgiving Sin...... +«++Mark 2: 1-12 
5. February 3.—Jesus Lord of the 

BOG i. v0 asesoc decor sscosecencsyse Mark 2: 13 to 3:6 


6. February 10.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve..... Mark 3: 7-38 





bP a ne the telephone does for the ear, advertising 
does for the eye. Advertising renders short dis- 
tance and long distance service by responding even to a 
glance, with an answer to your known needs. But ad- 
vertising itself must be answered if it is to be a real help. 
The advertising in this paper is intended to be of that sort. 











A Grace Before Meals 
By Joseph A. Richards 


ROM thy hand, full of food, we look up to thy face, 
And see there the great love that provided a place 
For us all to sit down at the Heavenly board. 
So we eat and we drink to the praise of the Lord. 








Bulldogs in Prayer 

Some play at prayer; with others it is the su- 
premest business of their life. The Weekly Evangel 
quotes a striking illustration from Northcote Deck 


of perseverance in prayer: “In the Solomon Islands 
we have a class of native dogs that suffer from 
chronic starvation. As might be expected, they have 
but little spirit, so that when they take hold of any- 
thing, it does not take much to drive them off and 
discourage them. They have often afforded an illus- 
tration for our converts of the way many Christians 
take hold in prayer in the Islands—yes, and in the 
homelands! And I have told them how bulldogs, 
when they take hold, will die almost before they let 
go. ‘Many a time since then a native, ever quick at 
parable, has prayed: ‘Oh, Lord, make us bulldogs in 





prayer!’ Such, indeed, are the intercessors who are 


- needed in the church to-day. Men who will cry with 


the patriarch, ‘Though He slay me yet will I trust 
him.’ Men who will set their faces to pray on with 
unwavering faith for years, in quiet confidence that 
what God has laid upon their hearts to ask, that He 
is certain in the end to give, when _patience has had 
her perfect work. . .. Bulldogs in prayer! How 
many of us could be described like that?” 


x 
Let Us Be Ready 


One person cannot always tell, in advance, how 
another person is going to act. Lord Northcliffe, of 
the London Times, feels that America has. surprised 
the world. In an article written for the Public 
Ledger, of Philadelphia, giving his impressions of 
our coun / received during his present visit here, he 
says : “The American Characteristics in war seem to 
me to be two: firstly, what looks like undue deliber- 
ation, and then, before you are ready for it, like a 
bolt from the blue, a smashing blow.” One cannot 
but be reminded, by this characterization, of what the 
Bible tells us is God’s method in dealing with this 
sinful, rebellious, God-rejecting world. He cer- 
tainly seems to be showing undue deliberation in 
whatever it is that He is “going to do about it.” And 
so, when Christians tell the folks around them that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is coming back to this earth, 
in personal presence, to set up His kingdom and reign 
in peace over the whole earth, they laugh at such talk, 
“saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for 
from the day that the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the cre- 
ation” (2 Pet. 3:4). Here is God’s answer: “But 
forget not this one thing, beloved, that one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, anda thousand 
years as one day, The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise, as some count slackness; but is long- 


suffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should 

rish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 

et. 3:8-10). Those who are counting on ,what may 
seem like our Lord’s “undue deliberation,” and who 
are congratulating themselves that he is going to do 
nothing “about it,” should remember also this word: 
“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. When they 
are saying, Peace and safety, then sudden destruc- 
tion-cometh upon them... and they shall in no wise 
escape” (1 Thess. 5: 2, 3). Like “a bolt from the 
blue” indeed will be the return of Christ to those 
who, rejecting him, are not ready for him. For “as 
the lightning cometh forth from the east, and is seen 
even unto the west; so shall be the coming of the 
Son of man” (Matt. 24:27). It will pay us all to 


be ready. 
x 


Reversed Values 
Man and God do not agree at all as to the values 
of things. Man says one thing; and God flatly con- 
tradicts it. That is, the natural man; when he has 
been born again and has,received an entirely new 
nature from God, then man can begin to see things 
as God sees them. We can learn a:lesson from the 
discovery made by a little boy who was just toddling 
up the ‘frst step of the stairway of knowledge. He 
brought home from school some slips of paper with 
a word written on each. Said he to his parents, “Do 
7 know how I can tell these words? This way: 
know ‘little’ is ‘little’ because it is big, and ‘big’ is 
‘big’ because it is little!” Men would be saved from 
a lot of mistakes and difficulty and trouble if, they 
would just recognize that their “littles” are usually 
big, and their “bigs” are usually little. God settles 
it for us when he says, “For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God” (1 Cor. 3:19). And 
when we recognize the folly of our own wisdom 
then for the first time we begin to be wise. 


The Secret of the Victorious Life 


For several years,” said a minister to his people last year, “1 have been preaching the doctrine of the indwelling Christ as the secret 
of life and victory. pence! pe sar wipehhe wg 9 wag sammy at | really grasped the full meaning of the doctrine, and 


gfasping it stepped out unreservedly upon the promise of Christ, ‘ 


ly grace is sufficient for thee thee.” I have always believed that, theo- 


retically. ey nate tigen pa tly Christ was sufficient for certain great crises in my personal life 


But I had. never fully applied that truth to my life in all its details. 1 believed Christ would help me if | went to him for help 
oan But I had never completely handed over the whole matter of salvation from 


; and 
the power of. every sin to him, or said 


*O Christ, I am utterly helpless to live the true life ; 1 now hand myself over to thee ; live thou in me, and win for me the com- 
a 


ABE on ah And | want to say, not in any spirit of pride, but in 
I have no great emotional experience to report, but | do know that 


new consciousness of power, a new sense of oneness with Christ.” 


humility, yet with joy, that I have been having 


pa eo tershne bach Are rate wots and I am rejoicing in this fact." The minister is the Rev. Franklin W. Barker, 
the Congregational Church at Unionville, Conneticut ; and the sermon that he preached that day is given here, in part, as a very 
message on the Victorious Life. 


out the past;-and it is a glorious hope for the 

future life that is ours in Christ Jesus; but how 
about the life between the day of forgiveness and the 
day when we are to be saved in glory? They are 
days of temptation, days when the old nature will 
ever seek to reassert itself and control the life; days 
full of trouble and testing. How about to-day, and 
to-morrow, and the next day, when we are up against 
a whole lot of things within and without? Is Christ 
a Saviour only from the past? Is he a Saviour only 
in the future? In the meantime is there no such 
thing as deliverance or victory? Must we struggle 
through these days now up and now down, now 
winning and now losing the fight? 

The New Testament teaches something better. 

Now it is perfectly familiar doctrine that there is 
no such thing as self-salvation. - Salvation is wholly 
the gift and the work of God. It is due to the grace 
of God, and it is wrought out by the power of God 
in and through Christ Jesus his Son. We know full 
well that no man can so live as to merit the forgive- 
ness of God. If we are to be forgiven at all it inust 
be through repentance and trust in Christ. But what 


: IS a glorious thing to know that God has wiped 


‘we have not so clearly grasped is this: as our for- 


giveness is wholly the work of God, so our present 
salvation must also be wholly the work of God. 

In other words, we cannot overcome our sins by 
trying to overcome them; we cannot grow by trying 


to grow; we cannot become good by self-effort; we 
cannot become more patient, more forgiving, more 
Christ-like by or through struggle or effort. Here 
is just where we have made the big mistake of our 
Christian lives. And we have made it, not primarily 
because we have been insincere or undesirous of 
living a true life, but because we have not fully un- 
derstood the New Testament secret of salvation 
(victory) through the power of Christ within, “It 
is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me.’ 

It may seem strange to hear it said, “Stop trying 
to be good; stop trying to control yourself ; stop 
struggling with that temptation of yours; stop trying 
to grow Christlike, for you are doomed to failure.” 
But self-salvation is an utter impossibility. The New 
Testament teaches the only way of deliverance. 

In the very center of the New Testament scheme 
of salvation is Christ. If we are to be saved at all, 
we must let him do the saving. If we are to grow 
at all, we must let him supply the life. If we are to 
become thoughtful, loving, patient, forgiving, we must 
let Christ produce this spirit within us. Such things 
are the fruit of the Spirit, not of self-effort. In 
other words, if we are to know what present salva- 
tion is, what real victory is, we must hand over the 
whole matter to Christ, and then we must believe that 
he is supplying our need, and that he wiil do it every 
day and hour as we face life with all its temptations 
and in all our weakness. And he is going to do it 
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not from the outside, but from within, making him- 
relf our life. 

But Christ cannot do this until you have sur- 
rendered your whole life to him, made his will yours, 
his plans yours. If you will do this, if you will say: 
“Lord, I give thee complete control over my life, I 
am ready to live for the things that will- please thee, 
I put myself, by thy grace, completely out of sight, 
and will live only for thee,” then you may also hand 
over to him this whole matter of growth, of victory 
over temptations, all of them, trusting in him to 
work in you mightily; and he will. 

So the first step toward the victorious life is self- 
surrender. Even Christ with all his power cannot 
save those who are at cross-purposes with him. You 
must do to Christ just what-you do to your physician: 
surrender yourself into his hands. No physician, 
however skilful he may be, can cure you if you 
are not willing to put yourself completely under his 
care. 

The second step is to hand over to Christ the 
whole matter of victory. If you are dead in earnest 
about this matter of present salvation, you have 
probably come already to the place where you are say- 
ing, “It is no use; I have got to have more power; I 
have prayed and I have Failed; I have tried and I 
have failed; I have struggled and I have failed.” 
Happy the day for you when you do come to that 
place and find out that you are really powerless to 
save yourself, if it leads you to stop trying and 
let Christ do it. 

The third step—I ask your careful attention now, 
for here we come to the crux of the whole matter—-is 
believing that Christ has taken you in hand and is 
winning the victory in you and for you. You have 
consecrated your life to him; you have crowned him 
as your king; you have made him the Lord of your 
will your mind, your heart; you have handed over 
to him the whole matter of your present salvaticn. 
Now leave it there. Don’t begin to doubt him. Don’t 
begin to wonder if he is really going to save you. 
Don’t take up the burden you have just laid on him. 
Don’t keep on trying to do his work. Let HIM do it! 
Just believe that he has taken your case into his 
hands, and that he is already working in you 
mightily. Just believe his own word, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee.” Say that over to yourself and 
believe it with all your heart, never allowing your- 
self to doubt it. Note that it says is, not was, or will 
be. That is, Christ means that his grace, his divine 
power, is sufficient all the time; that he is energizing 
you all the time, not spasmodically ; and therefore that 
he is winning for you a complete victory, and guard- 
ing you from stumbling. Just believe that implicitly. 
He gives you his word for it. 

Get up from your knees after you have thus 
handed your life over to Christ, and say to yourself: 
“IT believe Christ. I take him at his word. I just 
trust him to do what he has promised. I am not go- 
ing to doubt him, nor wonder if he will do it- 
Neither am I going to wait for any special feeling 
that will convince me that he will do this for me. I 
just believe him.” 

Now all this does not mean that you will stop 
praying, or reading your Bible, or stop developing 
your powers of mind and will, or stop reading the 
very best of books, or stop doing anything that will 
bring power into your life. Rather it means that 
you will pray all the more earnestly, for the Spirit 
of Christ is the Spirit of prayer. You will study 
your Bible the more diligently, for the Spirit of 
Christ within you will direct you to God’s Word for 
spiritual food and guidance. You will develop your 
powers of mind and will the more earnestly, for you 
will want the Christ, who would use you in his ser- 
vice as well as give you personal victory, to have the 
very best possible instrument of service. But the 
saving is Christ's part, not yours; the overcoming 
is Christ’s part, not yours; the victory is Christ’s, not 
yours. Your part is to let Christ do the whole work 
of deliverance and growth. He can and will do it. 
He can do it, for he is able. He will do it, for there 
is nothing he more desires to do. 

The prayer of Paul for the Christians in Ephesus 
is that we might know what is the exceeding grcat- 
ness of the power to usward who believe. It is so 
great that Paul cannot find words to express it. He 
looks around to find an illustration of its greatness. 
And the Holy Spirit reminds him of the resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead, and his exaltation far above 
all power and rule and dominion; and Paul says to 
himself: Here is the supreme manifestation of the 
almighty power of God, and that power is available 
for us. It is no limited power, but it is according 
to the measure of the strength of God’s might which 
he wrought in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality and power 
and might and dominion, far above every name that 
is named not only in this life but in that which is to 
come, and hath put all things under his feet. That, 
says Paul, is the-measure of the power that is avail- 
able for us all, and which comes into all who believe. 

How great is it, I ask again? How much power 
can you and 1 have to conquer our selfishness and 
pride and meanness and appetite and sin in all its 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


forms? “If you can tell how much power it took to 
take a dead man with a nail wound in each hand and 
foot, and a spear wound through his heart; to take a 
dead man out of the tomb and raise him to the throne 
of God, and make him the business manager of a 
thousand million worlds, and put every throne and 
dominion and principality and power in God’s wide 
empire under his feet and make him Lord of all; if 
you can tell what power it took to do that, then you 
will know the power that worketh in us, for he works 
by the same power by which he raised Christ from 
the dead and made him King of kings.” 

That, men and women, struggling to be good and 
true and Christlike and failing, is the power that is 
available for you in Christ. Remember always that 
the Christ who lives within you and is your life is 
the same Christ who shares with God the throne of 
the whole universe. 

What does this mean? It means nothing less than 
this: within you to save, to conquer, to overcome, +0 
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purify, to win the victory that you so much need and 
ong for, there dwells the very Lord of the UNIVERSE, 
the Christ exalted to the throne of ALMIGHTY POWER. 
So you may go forth into your daily life—if you 
have taken the three steps that have been mentioned— 
knowing that back of you and with you and within 
you, there is the infinite energy of the eternal God,+ 
one as it does through Christ by his Spirit into 
your life, pr am 3 your will, quickening your 
moral and spiritual life, so that you can say with 
Paul, I can do ail things in Him who strength- 
eneth me. 

Why keep up the unequal struggle any longer? 
hong | not hand your life wholly over to Christ and 
let him win the daily and hourly victory for you? 
That is his responsibility, not yours. 

For the many who will want this clear message on victory 
in a form convenient for keeping in a Bible and distributing 
to friends, The Sunday School Times Company will supply it 


as a pamphlet, at 20 cents a dozen copies, $1 a hundred, or 
2 cents each, a 





The Snare of Chain Letters 


Several days ago I received a postal containingethe 
following: F 

“Endless chain of prayer. ‘O God, I implore thee to 
bless our soldiers and sailors and keep them in the 
hollow of thy hand, Amen.’ This was sent to me to 
copy and see what happens. This prayer has been sent 
all over the world. It was said in olden times that all 
who wrote it would be free from care, and all who passed 
it by misfortune would follow. Send it to seven per- 
sons, and on the seventh day you will receive some 
great joy. Do not send more than one a day, and start 
same day you receive this. Please don’t break this 
chain.” 

It was unsigned. I could not decide, try as I would, 
that this was according to Scripture; yet I felt not quite 
right to let it go undone. I pray continually for tie 
soldiers and sailors—did before I saw this card. Yet I 
thought that by sending this prayer to some who never 
engage in prayer it might be a reminder to them of 
something they had neglected. 

I will be very thankful for enlightenment.—A Penn- 
sylvania Reader. 


Such chain letters are not according to Scripture 
or to common sense. They may be started in sin- 
cerity and good faith; though it is hard to see how 
even good faith could have a part in originating 
what is false, such as the statement that all who write 
the prayer will be “free from care,” and the super- 
stitious and harmful and false promise of “some 
great joy” on “the seventh day.” ‘The best thing that 
any one can do on receiving such a chain letter is to 
break the chain at once and destroy the letter. It 
is an appeal to fear, to belief in falsehood, and can 
do great harm among certain kinds of people who 
are too easily influenced in ways that lead away 
from God rather than to him. Other chain letters 
of a similar sort have gone the rounds over and over 
again in recent years and their recurrence, like any 
other wrong, is likely to continue. But let us have 
no part in them; and let us ask God to undo what- 
ever harm may have been innocently wrought through 


them. 
=< 
A Child-Training Question 


In Proverbs 22: 6 we read, “Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, hz will not de- 
part from it.” 

I have ever thought that here was a precious promise, 
which God would give wisdom to carry out, and if my 
child departs from the way—goes into sin—that we as 
parents have been negligent. Will you please explain? 
—An Ohio Reader. 


Here is a straight promise from God; therefore it 
is true. God pledges his inviolable word that the 
child who is trained up in the way he should go will 
continue in that way. The Revision adds a word that 
is suggestive: “Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and even when he is old he will not de- 
part from it.” 

But this passage does not say that the properly 
trained child will never sin. It does say that he will 
never abandon, depart from, get completely away 
from the right way, in which, as a child, he was 
brought up. 

Before claiming this promise, we must be sure that 
the child is trained up “in the way he should go.” 
And what is that way? Surely it is the way of 
God. And there is only one way of God,—Jesus 
Christ. “I am the way,” Jesus said (John 14:6). 
Our Lord had just told his disciples that he was go- 
ing to his Father’s house, and that he wanted them to 
be there also. “Doubting Thomas” protested that 
they did not even know where Jesus was going, how, 
then, could they know the way? And Jesus said 
simply, “I am the way, ... no one cometh unto the 
Father but by me.” The way in which every child 





should go is the wa 


home to the Father: and Christ 
is that only way. If a child has been brought into 
and trained up in that Way, we have another wonder- 
ful word from the lips of our Lord, as he declares 
of those who come to him for eternal life, “They shall 
never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my 
hand” (John 10:28). The God-breathed words of 
the writer of the Book of Proverbs agree with the 
God-spoken words of the Saviour of men. 


<— 
May We be Delivered from Fear? | 


Since I became a Christian, gross sin overtook me. 
By the grace of God I have been separated from that 
sin and freed from the fear of its consequences when 
I shall stand in His presence, but the fear of earthly 
consequences dominates my life. Does the Bible war- 
rant the right to claim freedom from such fear; and if 
so, what are the references?—A Troubled Christian. 


God’s forgiveness is the death-knell of fear. And 
‘we can always and instantly have complete forgive- 
ness of any sin,—if we confess that sin to him, in 
faith in ‘the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ whom 
we have accepted as our Saviour. For God pledges 
his word to us that “if we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

There may, of course, be some consequences of a 
wholly confessed and a wholly forgiven sin which 
must necessarily continue, for a time or throughout 
this life. A person might get heavily into financial 
debt by sinning; confessing that sin to God, in com- 
plete surrender and faith, it will be instantly and 
wholly forgiven; but the consequence of money debt 
is there, and may take some time to pay off. Yet 
God himself gladly places his infinite resources at the 
disposal of one who determinedly sets to work to pay 
off such a sin-incurred debt; and during the period 
of time while the debt is being paid off there need 
be no slightest fear whatsoever, For “my God shall 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). It is significant, 
too, that Paul just there was talking about money 
matters, though the passage applies just as truly to 
spiritual needs and all needs. 

With God giving us his word that he has forgiven 
our every sin (when confessed to him), then to fear 
earthly consequences is to commit the additional sin 
of “making God a liar.” Fear is the sin of unbelief; 
and this is the worst, most insulting sin we can com- 
mit against God. 

We cannot, it is true, put away fear simply by our 
will-power, or by reasoning about it, or even by 
thinking of God’s forgiveness. But we ask God to 
put it away for us; and then, in quiet, blind faith, 
we can thank God that he will work the miracle, yes, 
that he is working the miracle. For he says, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 12:9); and “is” 
means right now. 

The secret of being made fearless is just to believe 
that the perfect love of God is able to work this 
miracle in us, and is willing to work this miracle in 
us, and is working this miracle in us, And here is 
our authority for this: “Perfect love casteth out 
fear” (1 John 4:18).  God’s perfect love for us, 
which “spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all,” how shall not that perfect love “also with 
him freely give us all things”? (Rom. 8: 32.) 

Let us remember the statement, credited to Mr. 
Moody, that the Christian may take his choice of 
traveling either first-class or second-class throughout 
this life. “What time -I am afraid, I will trust in 
thee” (Psa. 56:3); that is second-class. But “Be- 
hold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be 
afraid” (Isa. 12:2); that is first-class. Why not 
aecept God’s best? 
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Saving a Christian Scientist 


By Judson B. Palmer 


General Secretary Emeritus of the Galveston 
Young Men’s Christian Association 





N THE summer of 1914 I spent several weeks of 

my vacation in the home of friends at Evanston, 

Tiinois. While there I received a telegram—one 
hot August afternoon—which read as follows: 
“Would you leave to-night, my expense, round-trip 
ticket via Santa Fe to Denver, Union Pacific here, 
reach here Saturday afterndon? Very anxious you 
meet ——. Leave Monday. Answer.” : 

The telegram was from a long-time friend. The 
person referred to in the message was a young mar- 
ried woman, a niece of the sender of the telegram. 
She was a zealous Christian Scientist, and was study- 
ing to be a healer. Her mother had professed heal- 
ing by Christian Science. I had never met the young 
woman, although I had known her husband from 
boyhood; and I had been requested by a mutual 


friend some time before this to unite in prayer with | 


two others that she might be delivered from Christian 
Science and brought into the true faith. 

Can you imagine the shock I received when I read 
that telegram? I fully understood its meaning; that 
I was to make that long journey, of more than two 
thousand miles going and coming, for the purpose of 
leading out of Christian Science into the true faith 
one who had been caught in its delusive snares, It 
was evident that the sender of, the telegram believed, 
or at least entertained the hope, that I would be able 
to do this. Needless to say, it was very gratifying 
to the flésh that somebody had so much confidence 
in -me personally, and in my ability as a Christian 
worker. But as I stood face to face with that tele- 
gram and all that it meant, all that was expected of 
me, I was overwhelmed with a sense of my own 
weakness and insufficiency. I could appreciate the 
feelings of the king of Israel when he read the letter 
which the king of Syria had sent to him requesting 
that he recover Naaman of his leprosy! My heart 
sank within-me as I thought of the request, and then 
realized my inability and the seeming hopelessness of 
such a task, It seemed to me that too much confi- 
dence was being placed in the instrument and not 
enough in God, who alone could make. the dead to 
live. I was completely overcome with a conscious- 
ness of my own unfitness and utter insufficiency for 
such a seemingly impossible undertaking. Who was 
I, that I could lead into the glorious light of His 
presence one who was thoroughly entrenched and 
grounded in Christian Science? 


How Should I Answer That Telegram? 


But there was the telegram, and it must be an- 
swered immediately. If I made the trip I must leave 
within two hours. A decision must be reached very 
quickly. There was no time to lose. And there was 
so much at stake. My going might mean the salva- 
tion of a soul. Could it be possible? And then 
again, it might mean a long, hot, disagreeable journey 
with no good results to show for it. The latter 
seemed the more: likely. But eternal issues were in- 
volved, and a wrong decision might be fatal. What 
eould I do? What ought I to do? That was the 
question that stirred me through and through, and 
led me to pour out my soul to God for guidance. If 
I went I would have to cancel an engagement I had 
made to preach in Evanston the following Sunday. 
Finally a decision was reached, and a telegram of 
reply was sent, saying that I could not come and had 
written. 

A great burden was lifted when that telegram was 
sent and that letter was written. I felt that I never 
could have met that woman and showed her the 
truth in a way to make any impression upon her for 
good ; and now the question was settled, and I should 
not have to make the attempt. While the burden was 
gone, I continued to be deeply concerned for her 
spiritual welfare and was much in prayer for her. 

On Wednesday forenoon of the following week I 
was called to the telephone, and to my great amaze- 
ment recognized the voice of the sender of that tele- 
gram. My astonishment knew no bounds when she 
told me that she was in Chicago at the home of her 
sister, some twenty miles distant, and that she had 
brought her niece with her, and wanted me to come 
right down and talk to her, Her niece, she said,- was 
perfectly willing. to make the long journey for that 
purpose, and was eager to meet me or anybody else 
to discuss Christian Science; she was absolutely cer- 
tain of her position, and felt confident that she could 
maintain it against any opposition. 

I replied that I could not come then, but would 
come the next day. I was nearly overcome with the 
information and the request. No man ever felt more 
keenly his own weakness and insufficiency. I felt 
that I was not as well informed about this error as I 
ought to be to combat it successfully, and now it 
was too late to give the subject study. I was dis- 


Did you ever notice how sarcastic most per- 
sons get when they begin to talk about Chris- 
tian Science? It is an unusual and refreshing 
experience to-read an article on Christian 
Science—and one that is frankly opposed to 
it—without a syllable of sarcasm from begin- 
ning to end. Moreover, there is not a word of 
argument here. But power,—ah, this message 
fairly breathes Power! You'll see why, after 
you get into it. 

And then you will want to share this Spirit- 
filled message with your friends far and near, 
both those who are ensnared or in danger of 
becoming so, and those who have wondered 
helplessly how to help a Christian Scientist. 
So The Sunday School Times Co. is publishing 
Mr. Palmer’s entire article in convenient pam- 
phict form, of a size to slip into an envelope; 
and it may be had at 20 cents a dozen copies; 
$1.50 for 100 copies; single copies, 2 cents, 
postpaid. 








tressed and burdened beyond measure, and just cried 
out to the Lord for help. I knew that of myself I 
would utterly fail; but I also knew that, if it was 
his will, and if I was in the proper place of yielded- 
ness to him, he could use me. From that time until 
I met the young woman, and even while talking to 
her, I was in constant and agonizing prayer. 

The next day, early in the afternoon, I called, and 
was met at the door by the lady of the home. She 
hurriedly showed me into a room where, as she ex- 
plained, she could have a few words with me in pri- 
vate before I met the young woman I had come to 
see. She said she thought she ought to tell me before 
I met her niece that she was thoroughly grounded 
in Christian’ Science, that she had the strongest 
conviction that it was absolutely the truth, she be- 
lieved in it with all her heart, and she felt perfectly 
sure of her position and knew she could not be 
shaken from it. She had thoroughly studied “Science 
and Health” and had her copy with her ready for 
use, being eager to meet me or any one else to dis- 
cuss the subject, for she knew that she was right and 
that nothing could move her. Moreover, the young 
woman was a strong character, a very bright and 
capable woman of more than ordinary ability; she 
had studied abroad, was quick, keen, really clever, and 
had unbounded confidence in her ability to defend 
fier religion against any antagonist; when they said 
they would like to have her meet me she had replied 
that nothing would suit her better. 

One can hardly understand my feelings on receiv- 
ing this information. If I was depressed and hum- 
bled before, I was much more so now, and only 
wished that in some way I could escape, Truly I 
had “no confidence in the flesh,” but was broken down 
and humbled in the dust before the Lord. 

After some further information concerning the 
young woman I was introduced to her, and in a very 
short time we were left alone. Immediately we went 
to the sun parlor, where we would not be liable to 
interruption. 


A Tactful Disarmament 


We sat facing each other, our chairs side by side. 
No sooner were we seated than she eagerly began 
the conversation, seemingly with the fullest assur- 
ance of a speedy and triumphant victory. As soon as 
I could, I interrupted her by saying that I had not 
come there to argue with her at all; that I would not, 
for anything, argue with her a single minute; that I 
did not know much about Christian Science, and that 
I had read but very little in “Science and Health,” but 
that I did know Jesus Christ, and that I knew some- 
thing about His Word; that our religious beliefs 
were very sacred to us both and that it was for this 
reason nothing could possibly be gained by argu- 
ment; but that I had simply come there to try to help 
her, and with all my heart I did so much want to 
help her, and would be so very glad if only I could. 

From the expression on her countenance I could 
see that this had disarmed her, and had put us in a 
different relation to each other. By mutual consent 
we were not to be antagonists. 

Then I went on: “Now if I am to be of any help 
to you, and if we are to make any real progress, it 
is absolutely necessary that we have some common 
ground upon which to stand; there must be some 


point of contact, some place where we are in perfect 
accord.” I then asked her if she believed that the 
Bible was the Word of God, that it was of divine 
authority, that it meant exactly what it said, and if 
she believed that God was speaking to us through 
this book? She hesitated for a moment, h’med, 
and then after a brief pause and calm reflection said, 
very frankly and seriously, that she did. I expressed 
my real joy at that, and remarked that we were then 
on common ground where we could both stand, for 
I believed the Bible with all my heart from beginnin 

to end, that it is all the Word of God. Then I sai 
“Now I have my Bible; suppose you get yours, an 

we will study them together.” A moment more, and 
we were seated as before with our Bibles in our 


s. 

Looking into her eyes I said, “May I ask you a 
question?” She consented. 

“What do you think of Jesus Christ? Really, and 
truly, and out of the ‘very depths of your heart, 
what do you think of Him?” 

She seemed staggered and dazed for a momen 
then began a hesitating and hazy reply. I presse 
her for a fuller and clearer answer, and again I 
pressed the question. I tried to bring her face to face 
with Jesus. I wanted her to see him, to get a clear 
vision of him, and then to get clearly before her own 
mind her own conception of him. She was deeply 
moved. I could see that the Spirit was working 
mightily with her. 

I asked her to open her Bible to 1 John 4: 1-3. 
She found the passage as quickly as I did. Would 
she read it aloud? I asked. She began, “Beloved, be- 
lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of God: because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus. Christ 
is come in the flesh is of G6d—” and here she 
paused, and looked up into my face deeply affected. 
She could see the force of it, and where it was lead- 
ing her. 

I took advantage of this pause in the reading, to 
show her that God had not left us helpless in this 
world of sin and vagaries of false doctrine and error, 
but had given us minute instructions as to how we 
might judge and test every cult and system, and un- 
erringly determine whether it is of God or not. He 
commands us to “try the spirits,” put them to the 
test, see whether they are of God. It is possible to 
know. There is a divine and unfailing test. If there 
is a system professing to come from God, we are 
not blindly to receive and accept it, but it is our 
privilege, and God commands us, to apply the acid 
test and determine beyond a doubt whether it comes 
from God or not. The test is very simple. It is 
here in these verses, Any child of God can apply it. 


How They “Tried the Spirits” 


After these remarks I asked her if she would con- 
tinue to read the passage. Again she began at the 
beginning, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby 
know. ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that con- 
fesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God: and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God”: and here 
she burst into a flood of tears. Her whole frame 
shook; she was overcome with deepest emotion. The 
tears rained down her cheeks, tears of penitence and 
conviction, 

Now the subject was fully opened, and on and on 
we went for four hours and a half, as fast as I could 
talk and she could read the Word. I kept her face 
to face with Jesus Christ and with the Word of God. 
I pointed her to particular passages of Scripture, 
and let God speak to her through the Word, which 
he did with mighty power. 

I asked her what she thought of the Holy Spirit. 
She was dumb. She could make no answer. She 
has since told me that she was “stumped.” From the 
Bible I showed her, and impressed upon her the fact, 
that he was a person, a real personal being, the third 
person in the Trinity, just as truly a person as is 
Jesus Christ. She referred to him as “it.” I said, 
“No, not it, but he. He is a person; personal pro- 
nouns are used by Jesus in speaking of him. We 
must say he, and him, and himself, and not it, in 
speaking of the Holy Spirit.” She has since told 
me that opening the Scriptures concerning the Holy 
Spirit made a profound impression upon her and 
cleared her up greatly. 

It would make too long a story even to cite the 
Scripture references which I gave her, every one of 
which she read aloud and I commented on. There 
were hours of racing through the Word of: God, 
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back and forth, in Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment, as suggested by her many eager questions: 

At the very beginning the emphasis was placed 
upon the Holy Scriptures as the Word of God, of 
divine authority and divinely inspired, meaning just 
what they say; and of the awful sin of adding to 
or taking from them as declared, once in the begin- 
ning (Deut. 4: 2), onct in the middle (Prov. 30: 5, 6), 
and at the end of his Holy Word (Rev. 22: 18, 19). 

Among the many eager questions raised by her, and 
fully answered to her satisfaction by the Word of 
God, were those as to the person and work of Christ, 
the personality of Satan and his power, the resur- 
rection of the dead—“With what body do they come?” 
divine healing as revealed in the Scriptures, the deity 
and personality of the Holy Spirit, and his indwell- 
ing ard personal relation to the New Testament be- 
liever. 

The Holy Spirit used the Scriptures marvelously 
in convicting her of the truth and leading her into 
the light. Time and again burning tears of convic- 
tion would flow in torrents and flood her face, as on 
and on we went in our study together. Finally as I 
showed her from the Word of God that Jesus was 
her own, personal Saviour if she would only accept 
Him, she caught the vision of his precious face, she 
saw him dying on Calvary’s cross for her; and then 
there was another flood of tears,—but now they were 
tears of joy through which shone a radiant face. The 
decision had been made. Jesus had become her own, 
personal Saviour, and his love flooded her soul. Her 
face was beaming with the joy of a new-found hope 
in Christ. Heaven had come down our souls to 
greet, and there was joy in the presence of the 
angels over one sinner that repenteth. 

She would often pause in her reading and cry out 
for very joy, and express her gratitude and amaze- 
ment that such truths were in the Bible. She ex- 
claimed more than once, “Why did no one ever show 
me this before?” “You are anticipating all of my 
questions and just I@ting the Bible answer them for 
me!” “Why don’t you write a book about these 
things you have been showing me to-day? There are 
so many who have been carried away with this de- 
lusion just. as I have been, and they need this help.” 

Keyed to the highest pitch, with no thought of 
time, the one eager to learn more of the way of life, 
and.the other just as eager to help, and God speaking 
to us both, we were interrupted by a call to dinner. 
We were astonished beyond measure and could not 
believe that six o’clock had come. It did not seem 
possible that for hours we had been poring over the 
Word of God together, so swiftly had time passed 
in His presence. 

Several of us had hardly gathered about the table 
when our friend burst into tears and left the room. 
Every eye was. fastened on me with an expression 
of wonder and eager inquiry: I then briefly told the 
story. They were all in tears, and others left the 
table. It was after some time, and with some diffi- 
culty, that order was restored, and we were all again 
seated for the evening meal, No sooner was the 
blessing asked than our friend told of her experience, 
and she said she was going right home to try to 
lead her mother and friends into the true faith. 
She was prevailed upon to remain a few days that 
she might get further instruction and help. 

During these few days it was my great privilege 
to meet her on four different occasions and open up 
the Word of God to her. But before I saw her again 
they called me over the ’phone, at different times, to 
explain some passage of Scripture that was not clear 
to her; and they explained that she did nothing but 
study her Bible. 


The Miracle of the New Joy 


It was my privilege to spend the following Sun- 
day afternoon with her. She was radiantly happy. 
Her joy in her new-found Lord knew no bounds. tt 
was clearly manifest that she had found that which 
would satisfy her soul-hunger for time and for 
eternity. For hours we sat again with our Bibles in 
our hands, studying the precious book. It was my 
aim to confirm her in her new faith and fortify her 
against the trials which I knew would surely come 
to her on her return home. I knew that if she was 
anchored in Jesus Christ, and in his Word, and had 
constant fellowship with him in prayer, she would be 
able to withstand the fiery darts of the enemy, and 
having done all to stand. I was very anxious that 
she might be perfectly familiar with certain por- 
tions of the Word of God that would be particularly 
helpful to her in times of severe temptation, and that 
she might know where to get help and strength, and 
where to go for relief in her times of sore stress. 

We dwelt much on Bible study, the prayer-life, 
victory over sin through our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the indwelling Holy Spirit, and active Christian work 


for the development of Christian life and gtowth in 
grace. I urged - her the importance of uniting 
with some church and taking up some form of 
Christian work at once; particularly teaching a Sun- 
day-school class if the opportunity presented itself, 
or if she could make the opportunity. At first she 
demurred and made excuses, feeling that she was not 
qualified for such important and responsible work; 
but finally she expressed her willingness to do that, or 
anything else she could do,: for the glory of Him 
who had done so much for her. 

As we parted that night she placed in my hands 
her handsomely bound copy of “Science and Health” 
and other Christian Science literature for which she 
had no further use. 

She seemed eager to get back to her friends to tell 
them what great things the Lord had done for her, 
and how he had had compassion upon her. I am 
sure she wanted to witness a good confession, She 
was confident that, whén she told her story of the 
marvelous way in which God had revealed himself 
to her, and delivered her from the delusion and snare 
of the devil, and had flooded her soul with light, her 
mother and friends would see the truth at once and 
gladly and eagerly embrace it. There seemed to be 
no question in her mind, not a single doubt, but 
that they would at once give up their faith in 
“Science” and accept the true faith SF poy Christ. 

I thought I could see that she had no easy task 
before her, and that she would meet with sore dis- 
couragement and shed many bitter tears. I frankly 
warned her of what she might expect, and tried to 
acquaint her so with the Word of God that she might 
be fortified when the trial came. I continued to em- 
phasize, and to impress upon her, the importance of 
Bible study and prayer, and that they must go to- 
gether if she would have the victory in her own 
life, or any measure of success in her efforts to win 
others to the truth. I told her that at our first in- 


terview I was in most earnest prayer every moment 


when I was not speaking to her, and that I could just 
see the Spirit working with her as she studied the 
Word, applying that Word to her heart, convicting 
her of: sin, and bringing peace to her soul. 


Little Said About Christian Science 


At our first interview I believe that “Christian 
Science” was mentioned only once in our’ conversa- 
tion, and that was when I said that I did not know 
much about it. Meager reference was made to it in a 
later interview, and I gave her 1 Timothy 6: 20; 
2 Peter 3:16; Galatians 1:6-g comparing 1 Corinth- 
jans 15: 1-4: 

O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and 
oppositions of science, falsely so called—z Tim. 
6: 29. 

As also in all his. epistles, speaking in them of 
these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and ‘un- 
stable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
unto their own destruction—z2 Peter 3: 16. 

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him 
that called you into the grace of Christ unto an- 
other gospel: which is not another; but there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gos- 
pel of Christ, But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, 
If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed.— 
Gal. 1: 6-9. 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gos- 
pel, which I preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand; by which 
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
as unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 

or I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day ac- 
cording to the scriptures—z Cor. 15: I-4. 


But from the first a personal Saviour in the person 
of Jesus Christ was exalted, and God’s Word was 
magnified. Our thoughts were kept fixed upon him, 
and every moment he was before our eyes as the 
One altogether lovely. It was not a system that was 
before us, but a person, and that person Jesus Christ. 
He was the center and heart of all our study. Every- 
thing revolved about him. From first to last we 
never got away from him. And the Spirit wielded 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, 
with his own omnipotent power. Can you wonder 
then that, like the Emmaus disciples, our hearts 
burned within us “while he talked with us by the way, 
and while he opened to us the scriptures” ? 

The Spirit used the worker as well as wrought 
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with the inquirer. I never had to wait for a moment 
to think of a reference that would answer her anx- 
ious questions. The Spirit seemed to give them to 
me and they were on my tongue’s end. 

Very soon after her return home she wrote to me; 
here are some paragraphs of that interesting letter: 


I want you to know how ve happy I am and 
have been ever since I’ve talked and studied with 
you. ow I am on the right track now, and I 
am surely going to study this Bible clear through 
to the very end, ... I feel that I want to do all 
that lies in my power for the Lord. He has done 
so much for me. ... I want to show him that I am 
really in earnest. There are so many of my friends 
that I feel I can help if I only present the Word to 
them in the right way, so I am praying each day, 
and studying my Bible, that I may be given the 
knowledge to do so. 

Mother came over to visit with me the day that 
I came home, and I 
that we both were in the wrong in taking up Chris- 
tian Science. At first she was very firm, and I 
wavered a little; but I did just as you told me, and 
called on the Lord for help, and he came to my 
rescue. ... From now on I know that if I lose 
every friend on earth I'll have One that I can al- 
ways come to for help. 


Now. She Must Save Others! 


In her next letter, which followed soon after the 
first, she told of her eagerness to do something for 
the Lord, arid of the ways in which she was trying to 
honor him. She said: “I will go just where Jesus 
leads me, I'll trust him to show ‘me the way, and I 
know I can do some good. .. . You know I said I’d 
take a Sunday-school class if Jesus thought it best. 
Last Monday Mrs. —~, one of the workers in- the 
Sunday-school, came and wanted me to take a class, 
and gave me'the fifth grade boys. Do you think I 
can teach them? I am going to try so very hard. 
So many helpful thoughts have come to me already. 
I first hope I can do something to increase the at- 
tendance, and help them to know Christ as you have 
taught me to know him.” 

Before she finished her letter the Sunday-school 
worker came again, bringing her some leaflets to help 
her in her work. Now she wrote: “I am so en- 
thusiastic over it, and I do, hope and pray that I can 
help those boys. I don’t want to just go down there 
and take up an hour’s time, but I really want them 
to get something out of the lesson that they can keep, 
and that will help them through the week.” This 
class grew in numbers and _in interest from the very 
first, and had a remarkable history. 

In a later letter she wrote: “I find I am so much 
happier working for the Lord. I have just given 
myself to my Master, and every day he finds some- 
thing for mé.to do, and I have been so happy work- 
ingefor him. A good deal of my time is given to my 
boys in my Sunday-school class.” 

In another letter she seemed much concerned for 
the spiritual. welfare of her husband, and asked me 
to pray for him, which I did. I also wrote him a 
heart-to-heart, personal appeal to surrender his life 
completely and unconditionally to the Lord, and then 
with his wife unite with some church, I tried to 
make him realize her great need of his help at this 
particular time in her Christian experience. 

It was some time before I had any reply from him, 
but early in December I received a_letter from her 
in which, referring to him,.she said: “Both —— and 
I joined the church Sunday before last. Oh, I 
am so happy! He is working with me now. It makes 
it so much easier for me. ,.. I only hope I can grow 
in grace each day and just give my whole life to 
His service. I want to be a working Christian and 
help others as you have helped me.” 

Although three years have now gone by since that 
never-to-be-forgotten day when we first met, and 
since then a little daughter has come to bless their 
home and incidentally to add to the mother’s cares, 
yet a letter received from her only a few days ago is 
filled with the same burning desire to be a working 
Christian, and the same heart-yearning to bring 
others to Christ. She was especially distressed and 
burdened for her father, ‘who is not a Christian, and 
she said, “Now my every thought and prayer is that 
he may know Christ. He is getting old, and I feel 
that he can’t be with us much longer; and when he 
goes I want to know that he is safe with Jesus. 
Won't you write to him, and pray that in some way 
he may be saved? He must be saved!” 

Dear reader, the old Book has lost none of its old- 
time power. It is still the sword of the Spirit, and 
“sharper than any twoedged sword, and piercing even 
to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart.” Let us give God a chance! The 
Holy Spirit will wield the sword if we make it pos- 
sible for him to do so. The simple, old-time Gospel 
is still the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth. “For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Jesus’ 
words are as meaningful as ever, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.” 


GALVESTON, TEx. 





have already convinced her _ 
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Why was he sore afraid when he made 
a simultaneous request of two kings ? 
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should have reached home. A half-dozen times 
had Parosh himself climbed to the -little lookout 
chamber above the gate and peered down ‘the street, 
hoping to catch sight of the swaying palanqtin, and 


|: WAS two hours past the time. when the master 


e twice ey 7: the chief cook, had ‘sent to: make in- 


quiries. th he came himself. nh 
al he demanded, “did the master leave no 
word?” ’ 
“Nay,” answered Parosh, 
“And sent none?” 
“Nay.” 
“What think you detains him?” 
“Who knows? The king doubtless seeks a new 


thing. 

ere was no need to say more. All Shushan 
knew the endless vagaries and boundless caprice of 
the Great King, who changed his mind as he changed 
his robes, or so it seemed, for the mere love of 
changing. That the master had, for a dozen years, 
ean high in-his favor was no assurance that he 
might not to-morrow be cast down. And yet this was 
not Parosh’s thought, but only that the monarch’s 
whim might have demanded some new cordial or 
elixir for which the palace must be turned: upside 


own. 

“But,” protested the distressed Azgad, “the fish 
and fowl will be ruined and we have no more fish— 
none fit for the eating.” ’ 

“What matter?” returned Parosh. “The master is 
no gourmand, no Gentile to fill his life with fine feed- 
ing. Pulse and water were ever enough for him.” 

“Aye, truly,” returned Azgad, unconsoled, “but if 
there be guests!” | a 

“Then, doubtless, the master-——’ 


E Raed were interrupted by the clash of the spear- 
butts of the gate sentries upon the pavement. 
Azgad, with lifted hands of gratitude, fled toward his 
kitchen, while Parosh ran as swiftly in the opposite 
direction to meet the palanquin and assist his master 
to alight. 

“Thanks, Parosh.” 

The voice was gently courteous as always, but the 
flushed cheeks, the feverish hand, the lines of care 
upon the brow, usually so serene, told Parosh of a 
morning’s audience that must have tried insight and 
tact to the uttermost. Even to him the master never 
spoke of such things, but he knew enough of court 
life to realize that many a time his master must feel 
not otherwise than as a swordsman who entered the 
great games not knowing the number of beasts to be 
released upon him. 

Men entered the presence rich and confident, to come 
forth beggars; successful, triumphant, to come forth 
condemned criminals, hurried to execution ; and, some- 
times, despairing beggars, to come forth princes. 
To be in the presence often, daily for weeks at a 
time, as the master sometimes was—Parosh shud-+ 
dered at it. A flawless deference—that was of course 
demanded, but never a sign of abject, craven fear— 
the Great King liked not that; a ready, always cour- 
teous compliance, a prophetic anticipation even of 
royalty’s lightest wish, and yet, most wonderful of all, 
the ability to deflect a little, sometimes, the more 
cruel fancies. Truly the master’s soul must be as 
delicately poised as were the bodies of those who in 
the great games walked upon silken cords high above 
the heads of the gaping crowds. 

“Will you eat, master?” Parosh mquired. 

“Nay, not yet, Parosh. I will rest first. Then let 
Azgad send what he will, so that it be but little. 
Hodiah is awake? Bid Rachel bring him into the 
east court, by the fountain.” 


CUTSIDE the sun was blazing, but within the thick 
walls there was a grateful coolness. Dismissing 
with a wave of his hand the bearers of the palanquin, 
the courtier passed through a half dozen rooms hung 
with rich tapestries and so deep laid with rugs that 
no footfall made a sound. In the shaded, enclosed 
garden of the east court he stretched himself upon 
the waiting divan. The air was filled with the fra- 
grance of flowers, the tinkle of falling waters came 
like soothing music to his ears. He closed his eyes 
but his face did not clear at once. Amid all that 
luxury and splendor he was thinking, perhaps, of the 
cruel price there is to pay for living close to roy- 
alty; of how gladly he would exchange it all for a 
cottage upon a hillside, in a far-off, desolated land, 
with only the assurance of an enduring peace and no 
great sovereign who must each day be made happy 
at whatever cost. 

He was aroused from his revery by a small fist 
accurately planted against his diaphragm, and a 
small, imperious voice that called: 

“Wake up, father. Play with me.” 


“THE COURTIER 


By Frederick Hall 





He sprang up, held the small figure out at arms’ 
nage and rolled it between his hands. 

“Yes, my tyrant,” he answered. “What shall we 
play? Shall it be the ivory ball or shall father be 
elephant and ride you on his back?” 

“No. Don’t want the ivory ball. 
father to be elephant.” 

It was not an altogether flattering confession, but 
this four-year-old son, the courtier had been forced 
to admit, was at times, and in some ways, very like 
the Great King. 

“What do you want then, king of my heart?” 

“Catch fish.” 

They sat down together upon the marble seat that 
rimmed the bowl into which the tinkling waters fell. 
The courtier loosed the jeweled clasps at his wrists 
and rolled back his sleeves. The child reached so 
far over that it was necessary to hold him by his 
sash, lest he fall in; and together they dabbled. and 
splashed, the courtier heedless of the stains upon silk 
brocade, while the fish, darting away and then re- 
turning, seemed to half sense the fact that it was all 


a game. 

Took at that! Look at that!” His father’s hand 
alone had saved him from a headlong tumble. “I 
nearly caught him. I think I'll do it next time. I 
nearly catch every one.” _ ' 

The courtier laughed. The lines of care were gone 
from his face and the water—or was it something 
else ?—had cooled his cheeks and hands. 

So they played on, until his lifted eyes saw, stand- 
ing silent in the doorway, the figure of Parosh. 

“Yes,” he demanded, instantly alert once more 
to all the possibilities of a grown-up world. 

“It is the old man, my master,” Parosh spoke 
hesitatingly, almost apologetically. “I gave him the 
money and would have bid him go his way. but he 
desired to see you—and you had said——” 

“Truly, Parosh. Bring him here: and bid Rachel 
come and fetch the little master.” 

As Parosh bowed himself out, the courtier caught 
up the spattered, draggled figure beside him and low- 
ered it down toward the expectant fish until the 
flashing pink toes kicked a shower of spray over 
the pink lotus growing in the center of the bowl. 


Don’t want 


-Then, as the maid entered, he kissed the child, placed 


him in her arms and stood waiting the man whom 
Parosh would usher in. 


E KNEW in advance the errand and could have 

wished his caller had chosen another day. Indeed 
his feeling was one which in a smaller man would have 
been an irritated impatience. Truly the world was 
full of miseries but why bring them continually be- 
fore those who sought to be happy? To lighten the 
wretchedness of the captive and the oppresséd—was 
it not a task like clothing the desert with verdure or 
making sweet and drinkable the waters of the sea? 
Beside, he had bidden Parosh give the old man 
money. It had been agreed, the last time he called, 
that he should come each month and money would be 
waiting for him. The courtier appreciated what was 
expected from a man in his position. Why then must 
he insist——? 

Yet, when Meshullam stepped within the doorway, 
he brought that instant sense of power with which 
he had always impressed the courtier, a serene, quiet 
dignity, which nothing, it seemed to him, could ever 
shatter or abash. So great is the unconscious influ- 
ence exhaled by a pure life and a lofty, unswerving 
purpose that he had wondered sometimes if even the 
Great King himself would be able to speak petulantly 
to this old man with the gentle eyes, the sandalless 
feet and the crippled hand. 

“Be seated,” he said. 

Quite without affectation, or seeming consciousness 
of his unaccustomed surroundings, the old mar 
seated himself. 

“T had not thought,” he said, “to see you again so 
soon. You were kind to make sure to me the monthly 
gift and the young man, your steward, has paid it to 
me and somewhat beside from his own purse. But 
there has come a sudden, unusual need and, for us, an 
opportunity. I knew you would be displeased if you 
had no share in it.” 

And suddenly the courtier realized that the old 
man was wholly right. He would have been dis- 
pleased not to have had a share in this good work, 
whatever it might be. 

“The news came by merchants from Babylon,” the 
gentle voice continued. “They passed a caravan with 
a hundred more, caught like the rest treacherously by 
stealth and violence. I may not be able to redeem 
them all S 





“How much will you need?” the courtier de- 
manded., 


The old man made a thoughtful calculation and 
named an amount. It was not small. 

“You shall have it,” responded the courtier. “I 
will give Parosh the order.’ 

“But, your mae, would not ask from you 
all of it. Azariah, the goldsmith, will give, and 
Uzziel, the perfumer, and there are the day by day 
| memagye ns og among our people. You would not guess 

ow they mount up, a handful of coppers, a bit of 
silver, sometimes a gold piece; given by freedmen 
who know the bitterness of bondage, by old mothers 
who have hoped for years that I could find and buy 
back a daughter whom they have never forgotten, by 
children dutifully mindful of honored parents; and 
then the many who buy under contract, paying so 
much each month to redeem some loved one. I see 
to that, too, for the slave merchants know me and 
trust me.” 


O THE courtier it came with the shock of a wild 

incongruity, this gentle, soft-spoken old man, bar- 
gaining with the calloused ruffians of the slave 
markets. It was in simple wonder that he ques- 
tioned him. 

“And you give your life to this redeeming of our 
people ?” 

“It is my trade,” answered the old man, smiling. 
“IT am fit for nothing else.” 

And he held up the crippled right hand. 

“How long have you followed it?” 

“Thirty—nay, it is now two score years. I too was 
taken captive, as these men who are to come, and 
they were ungentle with us, even to folly, for I had 
sold for more had this hand been uninjured; but I 
was a man impatient in those days and I provoked 
them. Afterward, when I was come here, I found 
one day beside the river a pebble so beautiful that I 
tucked it inside my loin cloth and later I showed it 
to Azariah, the goldsmith. He told me it was a stone 
of price and with it he bought my freedom.” 

“And then you went to work to buy the freedom 
of others?” 

“Nay, not to work, I could not work with this 
hand, but the worth of the stone was enough to buy 
—in part—one who had been with me under the lash 
and the rest of the price I begged. Thus I came to 
know a father who sought to redeem his son and I 
helped him. So, little by little, I found my calling.” 
» The courtier sat lost in revery. What raptures 
and agonies of meeting and separation this old man 
had shared during the forty years of his self-ap- 
pointed labor. 

“I, too,” he said, and even while he spoke won- 
dered that he should be breaking the silence of 
years. “I too was once a slave. Father and mother 
were dead, before the spoilers came, and all the 
others, save only one elder brother, who petted and 
bullied me, as older brothers do and whom I adored. 
On the night of the attack he rushed out with the 
men, and I, peering through the doorway, saw him 
throw up his hand, with the palm outward, before his 
eyes—a strange. gesture he always had when startled. 
A lance had passed clean through his body. Since I 
have grown older and have seen more of cruelty, I 
have been glad, often, that I need have no uncertainty 
about him.” ; ‘ 

He did not continue the story, but Meshullam 
knew it. Among the chosen people it was a sort of 
fairy tale: how the youth’s grace and beauty had 
filled with wonder even the lawless kidnappers, how 
they had therefore been kind to him, how in the 
market a great noble had bought him and how the 
Great King, at first sight of him, had commanded 
that he be set free and had attached him to his 
own household, where step by step he had risen, until 
now there was no man who stood oftener in the 
presence or upon whom more favors had been show- 
ered. For a moment the two sat silent, each busy 
with his own memories. Then the elder spoke. 

“Have you ever visited the slave market?” he 
asked, gently. 

“I was never there—but the once,” answered the 
courtier. 

“You should go some time, It will help you to 
realize the good that your gifts are doing.” 

* * * * + 


i ey session of the court the next day was, by way 
of contrast, an almost unruffled tranquillity. The 
Great King was pleased to be gracious and, to add 
the finishing touch to the courtier’s satisfaction, for 
these genial moods were apt to be followed by sud- 
den and violent reactions, the audience was but a 
brief one. 

The courtier had brought Parosh with him and, as 
he stepped out the palace door and saw the two wait- 
ing. palanouins, there ~ flashed through his mind 
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Meshullam’s suggestion. Visit the slave mart! There 
was no spot on earth, unless it were his own deso- 
lated boyhood home, that “he had less inclination to 
set eyes upon. Yet two things moved him to go 
there and at once: the first was the admission, made 
reluctantly even to himself, that he had never gone 
there before because at the bottom of consciousness, 
unacknowledged and indeed denied, there lay an in- 
sane, unreasoning fear of the place; and, second, the 
realization that, after this abnormally serene morn- 


_ing, he was as fit for the ordeal as he was ever likely 


te be. 

Parosh assisted him into his palanquin and, as the 
bearers took it up, he carelessly gave command: 

“To the slave market!” 

They left the palanquins at the edge of the great 
square and, on foot, he and Parosh elbowed their 
way through the crowd. The auctions, which always 
attracted the idle and curious, were over for the day 
but the place was still thronged. Wholesale and re- 
tail buyers jostled each other, and everywhere were 
the miserable chattels, some dull and apathetic, some 
fierce and resentful, some abject and despairing, 
some (but these. were young) alert and expectant, 
watching for the miracle which those who were older 
had ceased to look for. There were strong men in 
the prime of life and of a score of races; some with 
hands at liberty, others tightly fettered. There were 
women with light and dark skins, hair of gold, of 
chestnut, and kinky wool, but no old women and no 
old men. Why, it was easy to guess. There had 
been few to start with, and of these most had died 
en route or the traders had sold them along the way 
for what they could get. Nor were there many chil- 
dren, though a few clung to cowering, panic-stricken 
women, who glanced furtively about, like trapped and 
defenseless animals seeking some loophole of escape. 

The courtier’s manner was that of the typical man 
of the world. He gazed about him, seeing all but 
with no vulgar curiosity. Upon his face was the 
mask of his office and station, but within his heart 
was heavy and, deeper than all, though sternly re- 
pressed, lashed into silence, a panic terror struggled 
to clutch his throat and limbs and cast him screaming 
from the place:—the memory of a youth who once 
stood there, who had been bidden to mount a little 
platform where all could see him, who heard confused 
about him strange shouts and exclamations and could 
guess nothing of what it all might mean, save only 
that in some way:his fate was being decided. 

Parosh touched his arm and pointed. Through the 
rags and grime he recognized that the indicated. group 
were of their own country, ignorant tillers of the soil 
doubtless, swept together in some marauding slave 
raid: and then, as he gazed, one of the men, as if 
startled, threw up his hand, palm forward before his 
eyes, There was a skip in the regularity of the 
courtier’s heart-beats, but the face that had so often 
fronted the Great King’s petulance and passion 
showed not a change of expression. The man was a 
pitiable figure and only the more pitiable for the 
rough setting to rights that had evidently been in- 
tended to make him more salable. Beard and hair 
were unkempt, one almost doubted whether his sin- 
gle garment had ever been clean, nor was his body 
much better, there was an unbandaged slash on the 
left forearm and his right breast showed an old scar. 
The courtier gazed fixedly at the man, the man gazed 
fixedly at him. Then, as if convinced that what had 
attracted his notice had for him no meaning, he 
rolled back upon the straw that had been littered out 
for them. As he did so his tunic slipped from his 
shoulder and showed a round scar on his back, such 
as might have been made by a lance thrust clean 
through the body. 

The courtier stumbled and caught at the shoulder 
of Parosh. Yet so perfect, even then, was his con- 
trol of hand and features that another would have 
noticed nothing out of the ordinary, Only the keen 
eyes of the young man saw that he was deeply agi- 
tated. 

“My master,” he exclaimed, “you are not well!” 

“IT am well, Parosh. Listen——” 

A moment later the courtier stood concealed but 
seeing behind a near-by camel. Parosh, some distance 
behind the man with the slashed arm, called sud- 


denly : 
“Hanaiti - 


The man started, struggled up upon his elbow, 
searched the horizon with wide, vaguely inquiring 


eyes and then, as if once more mistaken, dropped back 


upon the straw. 

“Call that man—yonder, with the whip,” said the 
courtier, when Parosh returned to his master. 

The summoned. trader ruthlessly kicked his way 
through a group ot wearied chattels. The courtier’s 
garb proclaimed him a customer unlikely to haggle 
over terms and it behoved him to make the most of 
suck. Never in the most crucial moment of a tem- 
pestuous audience had the courtier had greater diffi- 
culty in keeping his voice even and unshaken. 

“These,” he indicated the group, “have been sold?” 

The trader glanced in their direction. 

“I don’t know, your worship,” he answered, in a 
tone meant to be deferential, “I'll find out. Hey, 
Artaban 

And he was off to confer with a comrade. 
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“All sold—just a half hour ago,” he reported, as 
he returned. “But they aren’t at alb the sort of thing 
for your worship. Stiff-necked, unmanageable 
Whom are they sold to? Let me see. Why—to the 
old cripple. hat’s his name? There he is now.” 

And, through the crowd, more welcome than sun- 
light after long days of raining, the courtier beheld 
the serene, gentle face of Mushullam. 

+ * * ” * 


It was the ninth day of the month Nisan and good 
news had reached the palace. On the frontier the 
army had again been victorious, another satrapy had 
been added to the empire, it was an auspicious mo- 
“ment for asking favors if one had the ear of the 
Great King. But the man who, goblet in hand, stood 
beside the throne seemed not to share the general re- 
joicing; even the monarch, little as he was used to 
be sensitive to the sorrows of those about him, noted 
it, for ere he tasted he turned to ask: 

“Why art thou sad? Thou art not sick?” 

Then—many would not have believed it, and cer- 
tainly the King did not perceive it, but—we have the 
courtier’s own word for it—he was sore afraid 
and, speaking, he spoke twice: once with his lips to 
the man upon the throne and also, in his heart, to that 
greater King who sitteth upon the throne of the 
heavens. 

“Your majesty,” he answered, “Hanani, the last of 
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my brethren, and certain men out of Judah are come 
to me, and why should I not be sad? When the 
place of my fathers’ sepulchre lieth waste and the 
gates thereof are consumed with fire.” - 

The king held the goblet untasted. It was annoy- 
ing, on a day of national rejoicing, to be reminded 
that others had distresses; and yet there was satis- 
faction too in the proud consciousness that, by a 
wave of his jeweled hand, distresses and sorrows 
were swept aside. 

“For what,” he demanded, “do you make request?” 

Modestly but with unmistakable clearness the 
courtier presented his petition. There was a mo- 
ment of hesitation and a single question—For how 
long would the journey be? One missed an accus- 
tomed face as one missed an accustomed piece of 
furniture, a thing of which court servants were some- 
times strangely thoughtless. 

Then the royal scepter was graciously extended. 

“Granted,” exclaimed the king, and drained the 
goblet. : 

That night, from Parosh down to little Hodiah, 
who told the news to the bright-colored fish in the 
fountain, there was great excitement through all the 
household, for it was known that the master had 
been appointed pasha of the distant and so long 
neglected homeland, 
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How God is blessing the evangelism of a wearer of 
de I’ Ordre de Leopold and a soldier of the Cross 
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ing the Belgian trenches. King Albert of Bel- 
gium was escorting King George of England. 
Turning to a certain trench, King Albert summoned 
a young soldier in the uniform of a corporal and 
presented him to the ruler of the British dominions. 

“The Chevalier Bogaert,” said the King of Belgium. 

The corporal wore a Belgian medal that made him 
a Chevalier de l’'Ordre de. Léopold. When King 
George heard of the exploit that won for the soldier 
this honor, he shook hands with him and then said: 
“That was a splendid feat which-you performed, and 
if you will take another outpost I will give you the 
Victoria Cross.” 

The Chevalier Bogaert is a faithful trench apostle 
and a leader in the Ligue des Saintes Ecritures, as a 
result of the Nortons’ work among Belgian soldiers. 

Before the war Corporal Bogaert followed the sea, 
as did his father before him. He was studying 
to be a ship’s officer, as also had been his father. He 
hailed from Ostend, that historic little city on the 
sea which this war has made famous. We were 
much taken with his brusque, hearty manner from 
the first moment we met him; and his service for 
his Master, which he has faithfully performed in the 
trenches for many months, has been of the same 
hearty, energetic sort. 


Te of Europe’s crowned heads were inspect- 





While Corporal Bogaert, the hero of this story, honors 
the medal that he won on the field of battle, he prizes 
still higher “‘ the pearl of great price.” This statement is 
made in a new book that describes the evangelistic work 
of the Nortons among the Belgian soldiers, In the good 
providence of God he has raised up a biographer of this 
remarkable trench and prison camp evangelism. Crav- 
ing the privilege of writing this story, Mr. J. Kennedy 
MacLean, Editor of The Life of Faith, London, has re- 
duced the story to writing in a way that grips both mind 
and heart. The book, in paper cover and well illustrated, 
may be had from The Sunday School Times at 35 cents 
a copy, including postage. 

New chapters will of course have to be added when 
the 32,000 Christmas boxes containing comforts or dainty 
edibles, and in addition portions of the Word of God, are 
sent out during the approaching Christmas season to the 
Belgian trenches or to the prison camps where Belgian 
soldiers are confined. 


Both Mr. and Mrs. Norton are now in the States in 
the interest of this Christmas box campaign. They have 
had blessed meetings in the Moody Church, in Dr. John 
Timothy Stone’s church, and elsewhere in the Middle 
West, and have had calls to Pittsburgh, Baltimore, and 
Washington. They are still open to a few more engage- 
ments before they return to Europe. 


The work that the Nortons are doing is well illustrated 
by the zeal displayed by Corporal Bogaert, and so thrill- 
ingly told on this page by Mrs. Norton. The gifts of 
those desiring to share in this wonderful soul-saving work 
may be sent to C. G. Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 














Brought into touch with him early in our work 
through a friend of his who told him of our in- 
terest in the Belgian soldier, he soon became deeply 
interested in the opportunity which theLigue des 
Saintes Ecritures afforded to reach the lives of the 
men about him, for he himself had been a child of 
God and a Protestant before the war. 

Knowing the qualities of leadership of this boy, we 
were not surprised when we found he was the pos- 
sessor of that decoration which is the highest in the 
gift of the Belgian Army, the Order. of Leopold. We 
have been told that officers of the highest rank are 
supposed to salute his decoration. 

Not long ago he was ‘paying’ us a visit im London, 
and I asked.him for the story of his winning of this 
decoration. He began thus: 

“On the night of the 29th and 30th of March, 10915, 
the Commander of my company gave me the order to 
go on patrol to the tanks of petrol near Dixmude. 
It was a still night with a full moon, and I arranged 
with two of my men to go across the dangerous 
‘No Man’s Land,’ crawling from shell-hole to shell- 
hole. But I suppose that, quiet as we were, some 
of the Germans heard us, and started shooting at us. 
I was about twenty yards from the German first line 
of trenches, when one of my boys called:. ‘Corporal, 
you see there two Germans?’ I answered ‘Yes,’ and 
as I saw they were afraid they would be shot, I told 
my men to stop there and I went, ahead to the tanks 
of petrol. When I got close to them, through the 


*shadows I could see there was a big hole in one of 


them. I looked in, but I could not see much, because 
it was so dark. I started to light a match, and then 
heard the dogs start to bark, and with that the 
German machine-guns and revolvers commenced 
shooting at me, and I had to retreat. The shells 
were falling round us on every side, and it was very 
dangerous. We had walked back again until now 
we were near our trenches, and I heard the challenge: 
‘Halte la, qui vive!’ I answered, ‘Patrouille Belge!’ 
and our man answered at once, ‘En avant!’ 

“Again I went ahead. I see a bayonet before me 
and some one says: ‘Halte!’ I stop. Then I found 
it was my men, who were challenging me as they had 
got a little separated from me in the dark. ‘Don’t 
you know your Corporal Bogaert?’ I said to them. 

“The corporal of this trench of ours, to which we 
had retreated, told me that he had a message for 
me from the Commander, which was that the Ger- 
mans had taken an avant-poste two hours ago, and 
that he wanted me with my men to retake it from 
them. So again we retraced our steps toward the 
petrol tank, and when near there I saw a number 
of men. At first I thought it was some of our own 
men, perhaps a patrol, but quickly I saw it was Ger- 
mans, and we were very giad to slip past them with 
no trouble. 

“So after a bit of reconnoitering, finding just where 
these Germans were located, we made a détour and 
returned to the dug-out of my Commander and re- 
ported to him. He was glad to see me back, because 
he was thinking I was held a prisoner. He said to 
me: ‘Bogaert, you are a good man, and the best that 
I have in my company; you must do something yet 
more; will you?’ I asked: “What is it, Commander ?’ 
Then he says to me: ‘You must go back, retake that 
bit of line that the Germans have seized; attack the 
position.’ ‘All right,’ I answered, ‘but one thing I 
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want to know: how many Germans are there there?’ 
‘I think thirty or forty,’ he responded,:,‘and some 
machine-guns.’ That was all he could tell me, so he 
said: ‘You had better go now, before it is light.’ 

“We started out from the Grand-Garde, near the 
first line, and went to the border of the Yser River. 
The first we met there was General X., who gave me 
a hand and told me to go and do my work for King 
and country. 

“At this time it is about 1.55 A. M. The Com- 
mander gave the order to put five men along the road 
a ide the river, and five men on the other side. 
At same time the post near the head trenches, 
which were on the left of the river, were to shoot 
toward the right side of the tanks of petrol, to 
stop oy Germans who might send reinforcements ; 
and so I go away with three men. : 

“The Germans started immediately shooting, and 
it was yery terrible. In the air I could see a red 
star-shell from the Germans. Just then one of my 
men was wounded on the head, and a second after 
was dead; so I said to my other men: ‘En avant!’ 
Five or six yards farther along my second man was 
killed, too; the concussion from a shell had thrown 
him into the river. It was terrible for me with only 
one man left. I had just said to my third man: 
‘Courage,’ when he got a bullet in his heart. I can 
scarcely bear to remember that time and how I felt, 
but I would not give up. : ; 

“Once more I go ahead, and see something like a 
trench; I jump into it. The first man that passed 
my bayonet was a German officer. I had just six 
bullets in my revolver, and although I do not like 
to say it, I killed with these seven German soldiers. 
All at once I heard behind me a crack, and turned 
round to see a German officer with his revolver in 
his hand to shoot me. With the butt of my gun I 
hit him on the head, and he fell dead! 

“Awful this is to have to relate, but it is war, and 
I had my orders, and all I could do was to obey 
them. I was to take this trench from the Germans, 
and all I could do was to go ahead and obey my 
Commander. 

“Then it was about 2.30 A. M., and I had been 
already three quarters of an hour by myself in this 
trench, and the Germans attacking all the time to 
get it back. There were no reinforcements for me, 
and how I prayed by myself to the Lord to help me, 
and I started crying: Compagnie et Bataillon, to the 
attack!’ And the Commander of my company heard 
this and he answered: ‘En avant, mes amis!’ , 

“Then the Germans started shooting again with 
their gtins, so terrible. I-can see nothing because of 
the fire, but all at once my Commander was there 
with reinforcements for me, and we drove them out; 
I believe the Germans must have lost two or three 
hundred men that night. 

“An hour after, the General came to me and said, 
‘You have don? your part now, and I cannot under- 
stand how you have arrived safely in this trench.’ 
And after that he conducted me in an automobile 
to La Panne, for I was all covered with blood. 

“As a souvenir I carried away with me the pointed 
helmet of the officer, and if any one should give me 
ten thousand francs to have it, I would not give it 
up, for it is the only souvenir that I have of the 
29th and 30th of March, 10915. 

“So, dear American parents, you can see what a 
Belgian can do, one to eight, and so it is from the 
very first of the war, there have always been ten 
Gérmans to one Belgian, and we are there yet! 

“The 15th of April the same year my General told 
me I must go to the King to get my decoration. So 
when I arrived before him, ke said to me, ‘It is the 
Chevalier de ’'Ordre de Léopold, for your bravery 
and courage under a violent fire of the Germans, 
and for having retaken the captured trenches. I am 
proud of you, and all your people will be also when 
they know that you have become the Chevalier 
Bogaert.’ 

“After I had finished with our ‘King-Soldier,’ I 
went to the Queen, and she gave me her hand and 
kissed me on both cheeks, and cried as she did it, and 
then afterward gave me some tobacco and chocolate. 

“So, dear American parents, I will never forget 
the night of the 29th and 3oth of March, and also 
the 15th April, 1915.” 

Dreadful is war, ghastly are some parts of this 
narration, and yet our simple-hearted Corporal 
Maurice knew nothing else than to go forward do- 


ing his duty. That he escaped with his life is truly. 


a miracle. 

But there is something of which Maurice is much 
prouder than of this act of heroism. For months 
he has been working with a comrade, holding meet- 
ings with his friends in the trenches, giving them the 
Word of God, showing them the way of life and 
holding little reunions of prayer and Bible study. 
With him has been associated a faithful friend, 
Constant H., and in their little reunions one would 
take aside the Flemish-speaking boys and the other 
the French, for explanation concerning the Bible. 

In his later letter, Maurice told us a little more 
fully of this work that the two had done. He says: 

“It was in June, 1915, that I first came into corre- 
spondence with Mr. Norton, and he sent me a Bible. 
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It was a great pleasure for me, because I was a 
Protestant before the war. - 

“Then you, my dear American parents, asked me to 
ask my boys if they would like to know about our 
Lord Jesus Christ. So Constant and I started 
straight off with this very hard work. 

“One day later in June, about seven o’clock in 
the evening, I took the Flemish boys and Constant 
the French boys, and I started telling these boys 
about the Lord; they started to laugh at me, and be- 

throwing anything they could lay hands on at our 
eads [this is the same Corporal Maurice decorated 
for courage, now content to suffer for the name of 
the Lord Jesus—a true Chevalier of the Cross]; but 
I paid no attention to this, but continued telling them 
the story of our dear Lord Jesus, and all the time 
the boys were telling one to the other that I was 
only a fool. So Constant came to me and said: 
‘What do you think about it, Maurice?’ ‘Well,’ I 
told him, ‘don’t you care for it; the Lord will help us.’ 

“So a day after I asked the boys again if they 
would listen to us, and two or three listened while 
I talked with them. Then I started to pray with 
them. I noticed Constant had about five with him. 
We had not been going on very long till ten or 
twenty started over toward us, and they all of them 
said: ‘Corporal, tell me a story about our Lord, will 
you, because we do think it is good of you to tell us 
this story, and it is the best that we have ever heard 
before.’” 

After giving out Testaments, it was not long be- 
fore Bogaert and his companion got about thirty or 
forty boys between them. “So I told Constant,” 
said the Corporal, “that I would give a meeting and 
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preach on the Gospel of John. ‘Yes, this*is a good 
idea,’ he says. We had about forty boys come. We 
were in a barrack near the front, and the barrack 
was full of men.- When I saw so many there, I said 
to Constant: ‘Now if they start and trouble us again, 
throwing bread, we will just continue anyway.’ But 
nobody threw anything!” 

The net result was that all the Testaments were 
exhausted, and a new supply had to be ordered. The 
work has grown ever since, and Constant and the 
Corporal have gone to other regiments, always meet- 
ing with good success. Z ° 

At the close of this letter, Bogaert pays a very 
beautiful tribute to two very undéserving ones: he 
tells how much he enjoyed meeting us in La Panne 
and closes in avery characteristic way: “And ali 
this work was brought about by Mr. and Mrs. Nor- 
ton, that we call ouf dear Father and Mother.” 

It is not surprising in view of this recital that not 
long ago, when a census was taken of Bogaert’s 
Division, to see if there were enough Protestants to 
have a Protestant chaplain of their own, that, 
rowgs his work, out of his company there were 
only five men whose hands did not go up declaring 
themselves Protestants. Of these scores who have 
entered into the new life, Maurice states that all 
have been won through the distribution of Scriptures 
and through the personal messages of himself and 
Constant. 

And best of all, this hero and faithful servant of 
the Master is still hard at work, and you who read 
this can make his efforts ever more fruitful through 
your daily intercession. 

PHILADELPHIA, 





A Sunday-School for the Silent | 


How it came to be possible to teach and hear the lesson with never a spoken word 
By a Friend of the Children of Silence 





How should you suppose a Sunday-school teacher would reprimand a boy who was 
“ cutting up,” if neither the teacher nor the boy was able to hear the other speak? 


You will have to read this story to find out the answer. 


It is a story that likewise 


tells how in the good providence of God he raised up men who found ways to set free 


from the dark and gloomy prison of deafness those who were locked therein. 


One of 


the men of whom the writer speaks as having been a pioneer in this great work was 
Dr. Edward Miner Gallaudet, the founder and first president of Gallaudet College in 


Washington. 
home in Hartford, Connecticut. 


Dr. Gallaudet passed on to his reward on September 26, 1917, at his 
He had been for fifty-four years a teacher of the deaf. 


His work as an educator in this field won for him honorary degrees from a number of 

great American universities, and from France that of Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

He was the intimate boyhood friend of Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, for so many fruit- 

ful years the Editor of The Sunday School Times, and who married his beautiful sister, 

. Alice Cogswell Gallaudet. 


desk! 

A Sunday-school in which not a voice is to be 
heard from the opening exercises to the close of the 
session ! 

Children as bright-faced, as happy, and as restless 
as in any Sunday-school. Teachers as zealous as any 
ever seen, teaching pupils as attentive or as inatten- 
tive as any. A school in which the visitor never 
“says a few words,” to the dismay of all, at the super- 
intendent’s invitation. A school well equipped with 
Bibles and lesson helps, which are read and studied 
during the session, although no one can hear a word 
read or recited. 

A school where the feet, the chairs, and the rustling 
of the pages are as noisy as ever in any school, but 
where the members know no annoyance from noises. 
A model Sunday-school? No; just like any other 
school, only the members do not utter a loud word, 
and do not hear a word. 

The Sunday-school for the deaf and dumb, for the 
children of silence! 

Shall I take a text before I proceed to say some- 
thing more about this Sunday-school? Let me find 
it in the eleventh verse of the fourth chapter of Exo- 
dus. Read it: “Who hath made man’s mouth? or 
who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the 
blind? have not I the Lord?” 

Why God does it is more than we know, but every 
generation has those to whom life is all silence or 
perpetual darkness, the deaf and the blind. Which 
are the most afflicted? Never mind; we will not: try 
to answer. The deaf are more out of notice. 

Now suppose we use the proper term in speaking 
of them; this is, let us not say “deaf and dumb” or 
“deaf mutes,” but say simply the deaf. Dr. E. M. 
Gallaudet says that should always be their name, for 
deafness and muteness are essentially different; for 
one may be deaf and yet not be mute, or mute and 
not deaf at all. All children are born mute. Mute- 
ness does not always result from deafness. There 


Aen without a bell on his 


-may be total deafness, and the power of speech per- 


fect. Ordinarily the whole machinery, mental and 
physical, is present in the deaf, and though deaf they 
are not always or necessarily dumb. But when we 
speak of these we do not, of course, mean those who 


are deaf with old age, or who, for one reason or 
another, have lost their hearing; but only those de- 
fective in auditory power from birth, or who became 
deaf in childhood. 

We are told not to use the term “a great many,” 
but no other will fit the case and answer the ques- 
tion as to whether the deaf are numerous. There 
are, indeed, a great many. Until quite recently no 
thoroughly reliable statistics were obtainable, and 
even now the nearest that we can come to being ac- 
curate is to estimate that in this country one person 
in every 1,429 is deaf. In Great Britain the propor- 
tion is one in 1,644. In Germany it is one in 1,334; 
in France, one in 1,212; in Switzerland, one in 200. 
If we say that one in every 1,500, the world over, is 
deaf, that means that there are approximately one 
million on earth born without hearing, or who have 
lost hearing before reaching aduJt life. What an 
army! 

As few have any idea of this number, few con- 
ceive the terrible disability that is suffered. It is 
simply deplorable. Think of it! No conception of 
any sound,—music, rhythm, cadence! Never able to 
hear one’s own name! All melody is. wasted on the 
deaf, and even silence has its charm destroyed. The 
whole world is dead stillness. It is true that he is 
taught to use the sign language, but that does not 
enable him to hear. And because he cannot hear, he 
is mute. This is for the same reason that infants 
do not use words, and not because of lack of ca- 
pacity to learn and use speech. Human speech is 
framed exclusively to the sense of hearing. With no 
ear to hear, the fabric of speech is unwoven. 

But the absence of hearing and speech is not all. 
The affliction has an influence on mental growth and 
spiritual development. The soul is imprisoned, and 
does not realize it. Even animal instinct is wanting. 
The existence of morals is unsuspected. Virtue and 
vice are as ii they did not exist. The condition is 
more pitiable than any other that humanity knows. 
And yet in every other way these are quite normal. 
Properly educated, in a peculiar manner, they be- 
come the equal of any others, mentally, morally, in- 
tellectually. 

But there is more to say. These, thus afflicted, 

(Continued on page 624} 





620 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES ~ 


NOVEMBER 3, 1917 





LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 18. NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER ANSWERED 







The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HOW your class an ordinary check drawn on a 
local bank, to your own order or to the name of 
some one in the class, and signed by the name 
of a depositor (whether yourself or some one else) 
who has the right to draw such checks. If the mem- 
bers of the class do not fully understand just what 
such a check means and how it is used, explain it. 
Then say you want to show them another check. 
Pass around the class the check drawn on the “Bank 
of Heaven” in the Lesson Cartoon on page 623; you 
car clip it from the cartoon or you can get up a fac- 
simile check on 1 blank sheet of paper. After this 
check has been exannned by the class, quote John 
14: 14 to them, as given in the cartoon: and then add 
the further word, “All it lacks is your endorsement.” 
You can leave a deep impression as to the marvel- 
ous privilege and opportunity of prayer, which they 
may never forget. Then, with a word that you are 
going on with the study of a man who believed in 
drawing checks on the Bank of HeaVen, you are ready 
for the lesson. 


Our Background Material 


Call for the reports of any members of the class 
who have read the brief book of Nehemiah through 
since last Sunday; get them to tell what divisions of 
the material of the thirteen chapters they noted, and 
any other impressions of the book that came to them. 

An eight-division outline with which they may 
compare their own is the following, from the Scofield 
Reference Bible: I. The journey to Jerusalem, 1:1 
to 2:20. II. The building of the wall, 3:1 to 6: 19. 
III. The census, 7: 1-73. IV. The revival, 8:1 to 
11:36. V. The census of the priests and Levites, 
12: 1-26. VI. Dedication of the wall, . 12: 27-43. 
VII. Restoration of the temple worship, 12: 44-47. 
VIII. The legal order restored, 13: 1-31. 

A threefold division of the book of. Nehemiah is 
given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (2). 

If. your class will continue to read the book of 
Nehemiah through at least once each week during 
our lessons in Nehemiah (November 11 to December 
16) they can master the message of the book as a 
whole, its outline and sub-divisions; and each lesson 
studied will mean much more to them. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
qulekip locating the references. 

Not until after Nehemiah had been praying for 
four months did the critical incident of this lesson 
occur (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 1). 

Why was Nehemiah so weighed down with great 
sorrow? Get the views of the class. Was it not 
because, he himself being not only a Jew but a Jew 
that was true to God, he clearly recognized God’s 
plan and purpose for the Jews in the world, and the 
inescapable responsibility and obligation of the Jews 
both to God and their Yetow-men? Israel’s mission 
was and is the saving’ of this world: that is, bringing 
this world to God, The affliction and distress of the 
Jews in their own land was blocking their mission. 
This burdened Nehemiah; and he was also sharing 
in spirit in their sufferings. 

His sorrow is the more remarkable when -we rec- 
ognize the high position and comforts and luxury 
that he had. Mr. Hall’s remarkable story, “The 
Courtier,” on page 617 in this issue should be read 
carefully for the light it gives on this. The official 
position and responsibilities of Nehemiah are dis- 
cussed in Pucker’s class (Mr. Rogers’ section “A 
Detective”). 

Was it a dangerous thing for Nehemiah to let 
the king notice his sorrow? Why should he have 
been “sore afraid”? (v. 2.) -Let the class discuss 
this. Then give them such facts as Mr. ‘Hall brings 
out in his story, showing Nehemiah’s real peril; and 
the point made by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). 

Was Nehemiah a coward because he was afraid? 
Let the class discuss this; then give the facts in Mr. 
Rogers’ section “Brave as a Lion.” 

Some people say, “After you have done everything 
you can do, then pray.” Others say, “Don’t do any- 
thing until you have prayed first.” Which way does 
your class believe in? A striking illustration of the 
importance of praying first is given by Mr. Howard, 
in “From the Platform.” 

Though Nehemiah had been praying for four 
months, nevertheless he now paused a moment before 
answering the king, for what is called “ejaculatory 


Nehemiah 2: 1-11. Commit verses 5, 6 


Golden Text.—Ask, and it shall be given you.—Matthew 7:7 


1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twen- 
tieth year of Artaxerxes the king, when wine was before 
him, that I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. 
Now I had not been beforetime sad in his ‘presence. 2 And 
the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, 
seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow 
of heart. Then I was very sore afraid. 3 And I said unto 
the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my 
countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are con- 
sumed with fire? 4 Then the king said unto me, For what 
dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. s And I said unto the king, If it please the king, 
and if thy servant have found favor in thy sight, that thou 
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, that I may build it. 6 And the king said unto 
me (the queen also sitting by him), For how long shall thy 
journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the 
king to send me; a | I set him a time. 7 Moreover I said 
unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me 
to the governors beyond the River, that they may let me 
pass through till I come unto Judah; 8 and a letter unto 
Asaph the keeper of the king’s ' forest, that he may, give 
me timber to make beams for the gates of the castle which 
appertaineth to the house, and for the wall of the city, and 
for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted 
me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

9 Then I came to the governors beyond the River, and 
gav< them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent with 
me captains of the army and horsemen. 10 And when 
Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Am- 
monite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly, for that 
there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children 
sf Israel. 11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three 

ays. 

1Or, park 
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prayer” (v. 4). 


Explain the meaning of that word 
“ejaculatory” 


as shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas 


Do not let the class overlook what a great request 
it was that Nehemiah was making of the king: the 
king’s giving up of the convenience and comfort and 


. many advantages of the personal service of this ex- 


perienced man who was so close to him. The bold- 
ness and daring of such a request might easily have 
cost Nehemiah his life. And see how great a thing 
it was that Nehemiah asked; that he might rebuild 
a wrecked city! That cannot be done in a day or a 
month or a year. Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4) dis- 
cusses the length of time that Nehemiah was away. 

Nehemiah’s prayer life did not make him an im- 
practical man. Real prayer life never means that. 
Not a single business detail was overlooked: he made 
sure of passports, and royal orders for protection 
and for supplies. This systematic, thoroughgoing 
preparation of Nehemiah is discussed by Mr. Rogers, 
in the section “Waiting Pays.” A fine illustration 
from a girl’s business experience of efficiency and de- 
pendableness is given by Miss Frederick in her sec- 
tion “Cupbearer to the King.” 

Give as much time as possible to the study of 
prayer in this lesson. People have such hazy ideas 
about prayer! They do not realize that many a 
prayer is offered which cannot be answered, even 
though it is for a worthy end, because the one pray- 
ing has tied God’s hands by failing to meet the con- 
ditions of answered prayer. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
points out that it is one thing to pray and another 
to have prayer answered. His entire Section II, The 
Heart’ of the Lesson, offers material for a very rich 
class study of prayer; note also his suggestive ques- 
tions and Bible references on prayer in his Section 
IV, Leading Questions. Unusually effective illustra- 
tions are given in the Illustration Round Table. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


There is a little sentence of five words in this les- 
son. that stands out like a golden nugget of precious 
fact and truth: “So I came to Jerusalem”! And a 
little while before it would have seemed hopeless 
and impossible that Nehemiah should come to Jeru- 
salem on any such mission as this! But he yielded 
himself utterly to God. He committed himself fully 
and trustfully into God’s hands, and asked God to do 
the impossible. He satisfied himself that it was God’s 
will that it should be done. He pleaded God’s name, 
and God’s promise, and God’s honor, as the reason 
(1:8-10). And of course God brought it to pass! 

The secret of it all was “the good hand of my God 
was upon me” (v. 8). A most effective illustration 
of this is given in the last paragraph of the Ilustra- 
tion Round Table. We can all of us make sure of 
having the good hand of God upon us, by meeting 
the simple conditions of surrender and faith. 

Have you for some time been praying about some- 
thing that would greatly honor God if it were brought 
to pass, something that you have every reason to be- 
lieve from the -Scriptures and from circumstances 








and from your personal leading God wants to bring 
to pass? Then just praise God now that some day 
there is going to be written after this prayer of: yours 
the sentence “So it was done.” And if you are in 
any doubt of this, turn over the pages of your Bible 
and read John 15:7 and 1 John 5: 14, 15. 


Teaching Points 


Some people make the mistake of supposing that 
because they can pray anywhere, while walking along 
the street or in a trolley car, or in other moments 
in their busy life, therefore they do not need to take 
stated times for prayer. Let us never suppose that 
“ejaculatory prayer” takes the place of the quiet 
time set apart for prayer only. The two go together, 
as they did with Nehemiah. And those can and do 
offer the best ejaculatory prayers who, like Nehemiah, 
are most faithful and regular in having stated times 
for prayer. 


If the suggestion quoted here last week, that 
Artaxerxes may have been the Ahasuerus of the book 
of Esther, is true, then “the queen also sitting by 
him” (v. 6), so specially mentioned in this record, 
was Queen Esther herself. In that case, is it not 
wholly reasonable to believe that she was most in- 
fluential in urging the king to grant Nehemiah’s re- 
y nnd Let the class think of other cases of the in- 

uence of a woman at critical times recorded in the 
Bible,—like Pilate’s wife (Matt. 27:19), and Abigail 
(1 Sam. 25: 32, 33). 

Prayer and Practical both begin with the same 
letter, and they go together. So do Consecration 
and Commonsense. 

Note the warning by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6) 
against the common and superficial mistake that 
prayer means chiefly or exclusively the blessing of 
the one who prays, through the reflex influence of 
the prayer. 

Nehemiah did not hesitate to make a “moreover” 
request of the king, A usable illustration from girl 
life is given by Miss Frederick in her. section en- 
titled “Moréover.” God leves to have us constantly 
make “moreover” requests of him in our prayers. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Why did Ezra decline to take soldiers, when Nehe- 
miah took them? (See Dr. Griffith Thomas I, 4.) 

What may Artaxerxes have thought was Nehe- 
miah’s trouble? 

Why did Nehemiah need to pray again (v. 4) when 
he had already been praying so long about this very 
matter? 

Could the king know that he himself was being in- 
fluenced by God in this matter? 

Why were the men named in verse 10 upset by 
Nehemiah’s coming? 

How much time, definitely set apart, should the 
Christian devote daily, on an average, to prayer? 

How can we know whether an event is a definite 
answer to prayer, or merely a coincidence? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


A Psalm of Thanksgiving (Psalm 103). 


Perhaps some people think that there is less to be 
thankful for in the world to-day than on any previous 
Thanksgiving Day ever known. Certainly there is 
more suffering and heart-break and tragedy and sor- 
row in the world to-day than for centuries past,— 
perhaps more than ever before since the world be- 
gan. But here is a Psalm of thanksgiving which God 
gives us; and it is as true to-day as he is true. Let 
us see how many of its words and verses we can 
honestly make our own. 


( How can “all that is within us” bless God’s name? 
v. I.) 
( From what destruction does God redeem our life? 
v. 4.) 
What blessings in this world does the believer 
have which ‘the unbeliever cannot have? 


In what way does God execute judgments for all 
that are oppressed? (v. 6.) 


How can God be a just God and at the same time 
not deal with us after our sins, nor reward us after 
our iniquities? (v. 10.) 


wae “covenant” of God should Christians keep? 
(v. 18. 


Pg 45 are all God’s works going to bless him? 
Vv. 22. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








LESSON FOR NOV. 18 (Neh. 2: 1-11) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—This incident occurred four months 


after the prayer recorded in the last lésson (1:1; 


2:1). (1) 


Time.—The twentieth year of Artaxerxes, 445 B.C. : 


The Book of Nehemiah.—This book is in three 
parts: (1) 1-7. Building the wall. First visit and 
work done. (2) 8-10. Reading the law. Feast of 
Tabernacles. (3) 11-13. Settling cities. Lists of 
princes, priests, and Levites. (2) 

Books on the Lesson.—For all geographical mat- 
ters connected with Babylon and Palestine, see 
Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times 
Company, 75 cents). The “Pulpit Commentary” on 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther contains useful sug- 
gestions. “Ellicott’s Commentary” on this book is 
valuable, and also Ezra and Nehemiah in the “Men 
of the Bible” series (Fleming H, Revell Company, 
New York City, 75 cents). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


Sadness Expressed (v. 1). All the time between 
the prayer and this moment Nehemiah felt the bur- 
den of his country’s troubles, and was doubtless still 
waiting upon God in hope. Hitherto he had been 
able to conceal his sorrow, but at length this. proved 
no longer possible. As cupbearer to the. king, his 
position was one of importance and he could not 
get away to visit Jerusalem. 


Sadness Explained (vs. 2, 3). The king at last 
recognized that something was wrong, and knowing 
that Nehemiah was not sick, concluded that his sad 
countenance must be due to some sorrow of heart. 
When he made the inquiry, Nehemiah was in gteat 
terror, because of the supreme and arbitrary power 
of the king as an Oriental and therein the possibility 
of danger. But notwithstanding his fear he told the 
king quite plainly why he felt sad. He was con- 
cerned with the state of the city which was so dear 
to him (1:3). (3) 

Gladness Expected (vs. 4-8). On the king asking 
what he wanted, Nehemiah immediately lifted up his 
soul in prayer to God, and requested the opportunity 
of going to Jerusalem and of being given adequate 
provision for his needs. This twofold request (1) to 
be sent and (2) to be supplied must have been a great 
satisfaction to Nehemiah, who thereby realized that 
his fear was groundless and that both. king and 
queen were ready to listen to and to gratify his de- 
sires. The river (v. 7) is the Euphrates. 

Gladness Experienced (vs. 8-11). The request was 
granted, and Nehemiah was conscious of the presence 
and providence of God in this, and it was not long 
before he took his journey with the king’s letters. 
Unlike Ezra (8:22), he was quite ready to accept a 
military escort. Both men were doubtless right in 
the particular circumstances. But his journey was 
not without its difficulties, for the old enemies were 
still concerned about the welfare of the people of 
Israel and of Jerusalem (v. 19; 4:1). The sequel of 
Nehemiah’s work in Jerusalem is full of deep inter- 
est, and his influence was second to none in the 
restoration of the people and the renewal of the 
Divine covenant. The time he set is unknown (v. 6), 
but he was away twelve years (5: 14-18). (4) 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


A second lesson on prayer. It is one thing to 
pray; it is another to have prayer answered. It is 
therefore important to learn all that we ean about 
prayer, and as last week recorded a petition we must 
now get behind this to the heart of the man praying! 

1. The Spirit of Prayer. After these months of 
waiting on God and also waiting for a favorable op- 
portunity, the king’s request opened the way for the 
prayer to be answered. And in the reference to 
prayer, “so I prayed to the God of heaven” (v. 4), 
we see the difference between the long prayer of 
chapter 1 and this brief or “ejaculatory” prayer. The 
word “ejaculatory” is most interesting in its vivid 
Suggestion. It comes from jaculum, an arrow, and 
means a prayer darted up to God like an arrow. It is 
only possible for such prayer when the life as a 
whole is full of the spirit of prayer. This is the 
meaning of “continuing instant in prayer,” not that 
we are always to be praying, but that there should be 
the constant attitude of the soul in reiation to God. 
Some one has said that “whatever be the attitude of 
the body, the soul should always be on its knees.” 
Prayer is thus far more than the utterance of words 
at certain times. It implies a threefold relationship 
to God: (1) submission; (2) desire; (3) fellow- 
ship. And when this is realized, then brief prayers, 
ejaculatory petitions, are perfectly natural. There is 
nothing more essential in the Christian life than 
prayer, and it has always been prominent in the ex- 
perience of Christian people. Whether we think of 
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the records in the Bible or of Christian biographies 
through the centuries, prayer stands out as some- 
thing of supreme value. f course, it presupposes 
a Christian life, because the natural heart does not 
know the meaning of prayer. “Behold, he prayeth” 
was the sign of the new life of the converted perse- 
cutor of the Church (Acts 9: 11). (5) 


2. The Success of Prayer. Prayer has many re- 
sults. In the life of the man who prays (1) it makes 
God’s presence real, giving a blessed sense of peace 
and joy. (2) It makes the power of God felt, guard- 
ing the soul against every form of evil. (3) It makes 
the will of God clear by purifying the powers and 
preserving the moral balance. (4) It also makes the 
service of God easy by enabling the soul to under- 
stand the Divine Providence and meet the Divine 
calls. But it must never be forgotten that prayer 
has much more than a reflex influence on the one who 
prays, for petitions are intended to be answered. It 
was so in the case of Nehemiah, and as the Golden 
Text reminds us this is also a definite and promi- 
nent part of prayer as taught by our Lord, We 
must, therefore, never fail to recognize the absolute 
necessity of prayer being answered if we are to 
know what prayer means. (6) 


3. The Secret of Prayer. If prayer is to actuate 
our life as a spirit and to be successful in obtaining 
blessings for ourselves and others, it is important 
that we should inquire as to the way in which prayer 
becomes powerful. The answer is clear, as we look 
at the Word of God. 


(1) Prayer must be marked by confidence in God. 
The Word of God, as the Divine revelation, will 
elicit and sustain prayer, and the various promises, 
assurances and examples will encourage our confi- 
dence and lead us to trust God for the answers. 
“When ye pray ... believe” (Mark 11: 24). 


(2) Prayer must be marked by communion with 

od. This is the meaning of praying in our Lord’s 
name (John 16:23, 24, 26), and “praying with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:18). 
It is only in union and communion with God in Christ 
that we learn how to pray and what prayer really 
means. Our consciousness of the union of life and 
love will ever grow, and in our requests we shall 
know. the difference between asking a stranger and 
asking a Friend. 


(3) Prayer must be marked by concern for others. 
No true prayer can be self-centered, still less selfish, 
for the needs of others must always have a large 
place ‘in our petitions. This was the burden of Nehe- 
miah’s prayer as he interceded for Jerusalem and his 
people, and one of the greatest needs to-day is of 
intercessors, those who are ready to pray for others. 
It is a solemn thought that the omission to do this 
constitutes a sin in the sight of God (1 Sam. 12: 23). 

.And so the Golden Text tells us to ask, and as we 
notice ‘our Lord’s words in full we see this in the 
threefold command: A, ask, S, seek, K, knock. 

There is a place where thou canst touch the eyes 

Of blinded men to instant, perfect sight; 
There is a place where thou canst say, “Arise!” 
To dying captives, bound in chains of night; 
There is a place where thou canst search the store 
Of hoarded gold and free it for the Lord; 

There is a place—upon some distant shore— 

Where thou canst send the worker or the Word, 

Where is that blessed place—dost thou ask “Where?” 

Oh, soul, it is the secret place of prayer. 


Ill. The Lesson Outlined 


1. Sadness Expressed (v. 1; Hosea 6: 1-7). 

2. Sadness Explained (vs. 2, 3; Isa. 51: 9-16). 

3. Gladness Expected (vs. 4-8; Psa. 34: 8-17). 

4. Gladness Experienced (vs. 8-11; Jas. 5: 11-13). 


IV. Leading Questions 


What may we learn from the period between Nehe- 
miah’s prayer (1) and the answer (2)? (Psa. 37: 
4, 5; Hab. 2:3.) 

Why was Nehemiah afraid? What was the special 
danger of this fear? (Deut. 1:17; 1 Sam. 15:24; 
Prov. 29: 25.) 

What does the Bible teach about patriotism? (v. 3; 
2 Sam. 10:12; Psa. 137:1; Rom. 13:1.) 

Find passages which show that prayer is intended 
to be answered (Exod. 15:25; 1 Sam. 1:27; Dan. 
2:19; Acts 4: 31, and many more). 

What are the main conditions of successful prayer? 
(2 Chron. 7: 14; Isa. 58:9; Jer. 29:13; Mark 11: 24; 
James 5:16; 1 John 3: 22; 5: 14.) 

What other examples can be found of brief 
prayers? (1 Kings 18: 36; 1 Chron. 4: 10; Isa. 38:3; 
Matt. 15:25; Mark 9:24; Luke 18:13; 23:34, 42; 
Acts 7: 60.) 

What has the Bible to teach about the spirit of 
prayerfulness? (Psa. 5:3; 55:17; 119:147; Zech. 
8:21; Luke 2:37; Acts 10:2; 16:25; 1 Thess. 3: 
10; 1 Tim. 5:5.) 

Wyc irre CoL.ece, Toronto. 


Are you posting your Sunday-school on the wonder- 
ful opportunity in the 1918 Improved Uniform Les- 
sons? A pamphlet telling all about it may be had, for 


free distribution, from The Sunday School Times Co. 
How many copies? 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Graveyards.—Why should not my countenance be 
sad, when the ... place of my fathers’ sepuichres, 
lieth waste (v. 2). Did you ever see a neglected 
burying-place ? here used to be a big abandoned 
cemetery right in the heart of Louisville, Ky. It was 
such an unusual sight I immediately got off the trol- 
ley-car and wandered among the dilapidated and 
tumbling tombstones. There were no Stoke Pogis 
stirrings within me as I strolled among this wreck of 
human affection and post mortem display. Had any 
of my.own folks been buried in this place I could 
have sat down upon the fallen marble and with sad 
countenance felt just as Nehemiah did when he was 
told the condition of things back there at Jerusalem. 
One of the surest evidences of the real man in us ts 
our respect and honor for our forbears. There’s in- 
spiration in knowing your forbears were the best 
iron-workers on the creek and the leading members 
of the Old: Brick. And the Old First. “Why have 
the big steel mills located at Coatesville?” is often 
asked. Because of the splendid workmen whose 
fathers and grandfathers were splendid workmen. 
Men who rolled iron in the fear of God. They sleep 
up yonder at The Manor, at Octoraro, at Hepzibah in 
the trim old-fashioned churchyards. They sleep there 
in their well-kept beds of green, while you fellows, 
their boys, make good here in the busy valley below 
(Deut. 4:37; Prov. 13: 22). 


Asking God.—For what dost thou make request? 
So I prayed to the God of heaven (v..4). Every 
ence in a while I ask my class of men* what they 
would do if an angel should come down on a moon- 
beam some night and ask what gift they would like 
to have from heaven. I have heard all kinds of re- 
quests. Wealth, power, knowledge, and what not. 
While I have done this off and on for many years, I 
have never had a single man say he would pray to 
God to know what to ask for. The other day the 
big mill next door to our little shop was sold for 
$18,500,000 in real cash—not in stocks and bonds. I 
asked the men in my class pointedly and personally if 
such a sum came to them what they would do. The 
only reply I got was, “I don’t know.” Not one Said, 
“I would ask God what I should do.” What man 
would dare to choose a supreme gift from an angel 
for himself or his boy or girl if given the chance? 
That responsibility, like the responsibility of enor- 
mous wealth, would be overwhelming. But the young 
Hebrew solved the whole problem of life. “I prayed 
to the God of heaven.” As a matter of fact, the 
“angel” has come and has offered this very choice to 
every father. This choice has come to you. Have 
you ever thought of asking God what you should ask 
for? Life is so simple and success is so sure when 
a man couples up with heaven, that it seems such a 
great pity every fellow cannot be too smart to let the 
devil fool him (John 14: 13, 14; James 4: 3). 


The Business Model.—So it pleased the king to 
send me; and I set him a time (v.6). He knew what 
to ask of the king because he had first asked God. | It 
was no small request, and no small favor for the 
king to send his right-hand man. The cupbearer, the 
officer who kept the king’s life, was the one man of 
an ancient Oriental court not well spared. It was 
no small thing for an autocrat to say, “All right, 
Nehemiah, let me know when you want to go and I 
will make my arrangements to suit.” It speaks a 
whole lot for the king, a whole lot for the cupbearer, 
and a whole lot for the cause. Yes, and above all 
a whole lot for God’s hand in the affairs of his fa- 
vorite, Nehemiah, and you. That is to say, Mr. Chris- 
tian, never get it into your head that there are unsur- 
mountable difficulties in the way of doing any good 
thing that needs to be done. All you have to do is 
to open this old Book and watch this splendid young 
Jew named Nehemiah. Our printing presses are busy 
turning out books for boys. Some good. Many 
“punk.” Who ever picked off a bookshelf a volume 
with this title, “Nehemiah, or How to Make Good”? 


The Forming Touch.—According to the good hand 
of my God upon me (vy. 8). See how truthfully this 
young business man puts it. The secret of his ac- 
complishment was not in his own smartness, but “ac- 
cording to the good hand of my God upon me.” 
When the boy has the good hand of his Dad upon 
him steering him this way and that way, dodging 
that bad place and taking this best road (for Dad 
has been the route himself and knows the wrecks), 
the said boy is going to arrive at the place of Dad’s 
Desire. Nehemiah was what he was and did what 
he did because he lived in touch with Heaven’s hand. 
He was so high strung he could always feel that 
touch (Luke 1:66; Job 27:11). Go put your hand 
upon old Dobbin the plow horse, and he never lifts 
his nose from his trough; he never feels you. But 
lay your hand ever so gently upon Belle of Brandy- 
wine and she quickly turns and looks at you as if she 
said, “Quite well, thank you, how’s yourself?” The 
3elle is a high-bred horse and, as Uncle Billy says, 
“she feels her keep.” So are you high bred. But do 
you feel your keep? And are you instant attention 
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with head up and ears out because of 
your sense of God’s presence and the 
touch of his hand upon you? 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


The Illustration Round- Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. G not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
teria}, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. e dollar is offer for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Not “Elocution.”—Ask, and it shall 
be given you (Golden Text). One day 
a little girl, about five years old, heard 
a preacher praying most lustily, till the 
roof rang with the strength of his sup- 

lication. Turning to her mother, and 
eckoning the maternal ear down to 
a speaking distance, she whispered: 
“Mother, don’t you think that if he 
lived nearer to God he wouldn’t have to 
talk so loud?”—From the Christian 
Workers’ Magazine. Sent by J. L. Me- 
Creight, Canon City, Col. 


A Practical Test.—Ask, and it shall 
be given you (Golden Text). A few 
months ago a Bible school in which I 
am interested was going through a se- 
vere test; one hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars was needed for the rent, and no 
money was On hand, but they were trust- 
ing God to supply the need, The rent 
was due on Thursday, so two of us 
prayed very definitely on Tuesday 
afternoon that God would send the full 
amount needed before Thursday, that 
His name might be glorified. The first 
mail on Wednesday morning brought a 
check’ for one hundred and fifty dollars 
for the work of the school from an old 
lady that knew nothing of the need.— 
A personal capereaee. Blanche Ken- 
nedy, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Father’s Hand.—Then I was | 


very sore afraid. ...So 1-prayed to the 
God of heaven (vs. 2, 4). On July 4, 
1917, near a village in Western New 
York, a sham battle was fought, in 
which several companies of the Home 
Defense were engaged. Hundreds of 
spectators were present, many of them 
seated in automobiles. A little fellow 
of five years climbed on the running 
board of one car, the better to see. The 
battle promised to be very realistic. 
The little chap asked a lady in the car, 
and there was dread in his voice, “Will 
there be a big noise?” “Yes,” she an- 
swered, “there surely will be.” “Then,” 
he said, “I think I’d like to have my 
father hold my hand.” And he sped 
away to the side of a fine, stalwart 
oung man. Is not prayer placing the 
ee in the Heavenly Father’s hand ?— 
Sent by Helen A. Hawley, Clifton 
Springs, N. Y. 


Going the Whole Way.—For what 
dost thou make request? (v. 4). 
Spurgeon says: “It may be your 
prayer is like a ship which, when it goes 
on a very long voyage, does not come 
home laden so soon; but when it does 
come home it has a richer freight. 
Mere ‘coasters’ will bring you coals, or 
such like ordinary things; but they that 
go afar to Tarshish return with gold 
and ivory. Coasting prayers, such as 
we pray every day, bring us many neces- 
saries, but there are .great prayers 
which, like the old Spanish galleons, 
cross the main ocean, and are longer 
out of sight, but come home deep-laden 
with a golden freight.—From e 
Meaning of Prayer,” by H. E. Fosdick. 
Sent by Achsa L. McDowell, Tillson- 
burg, Ont, Can. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration. 

A Reason.—So / prayed to the God 
of heaven (v. 4). It is related by Dr. 
A. C. Dixon that just after the battle of 
Mons, Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener 


were talking together about the British | 


“No one but God could have 
“Yes,” replied 
“some one must have been 


victory. 


done that,” said Roberts. 
Kitchener, 


| never reac 
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a matter of fact, his people at the taber- 
nacle were praying all that night while 
the battle raged yonder in France.— 
Sent by Roy Harris, Toronto, Can. 


The King’s Telephone.—/ reps to 
the God oj heaven (v. 4). It is said 
that the late Shah of Persia, hearing 
that serious complaints from his people 
him because of the court 
officers through whom the messages 
must pass, placed a telephone in the 
market-place of his capital, with the 
other end in the pen apartments of 
his palace, and told his people to use it 
freely. We can always be in direct 
communication with our King. His ear 
is ever open to our cry.—From the 
Christian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefieid, Eng. 


Who Painted the House ?—According 
to the good hand -f my God upon me 
(v. 8). “I am going to paint the house,” 
said a big can of paint, waiting, already 
mixed, in the woodshed. “No, I am 
going to paint it,” the paint-brush as- 
serted, bristiing with impatience. “You 
are, are you?” sneered the ladder, lying 
against the wall. “How far would 
either of you go without me?” “Or 
without me to pay the bill?” said the 
check-book of the owner of the house, 
in a voice muffled by the pocket of the 
coat hanging on a nail. Just then the 
painter, who had overheard these proud 
remarks, ventured to put in a word. 
“Perhaps I’d better take a_ holiday,” 
said he, quietly, “I wonder if the house 
wouid be painted by the time I got back.” 
Even the most efficient of us is only a 
tool in the hands of the Infinite Worker. 
—From the Christian Age. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


ye 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


TOOK up the wine, and gave it unto 

the king (v.-1). As the wine was be- 
fore him, he might have helped himself, 
but in the East there are servants for 
every detail of the wardrobe and the 
table. Thus in India, in the palaces of 
native princes and of British officials, 
everything is avoided that would cause 





the slightest exertion and fatigue. What 
| began under the exhausting influence of 
| the climate became a high necessity of 
| etiquette 


This is nothing else but sorrow of 
| heart (v. 2). Nehemiah’s post was so 
keenly coveted by otker servants in the 
palace that the king might well suppose 
that another plot was developing either 
to endagger his servant’s life or his po- 
sition of trust in the eyes of his master. 


The place of my fathers’ sepulchres 
(v. 3). The Oriental cemetery lacks the 
| appearance of-reverent care that we are 
_accustomed to see in the West, but it 
has an important influence on the com- 
munity. Any desecration of the place 
is a grievous offense. Among the rival 
families in an Arab village it means ac- 
cession of power when one family is 
regarded as the protector of the ceme- 
tery. It is the place where the children 
expect to be gathered to their fathers. 
Among the Jews a cemetery is solemnly 
called “the house of the living,” that is, 
the place to which the living must come. 
When the departed has been eminent in 
piety, the “resting-place of the head” 
becomes a shrine of intercession, .a place 
ef influence with God. There the heart 
is poured out in prayer when a guar- 
dian has seized upon property en- 
trusted to his care. “Accursed is he 
who teaches an orphan how to weep,” 
the proverb says. 


For what dost thou make request? 
(v. 4). Orientals do not usually begin 
with what is chiefly on their mind. The 
Arabic phrase for disclosing a secret is 
peeling the bark off the twig, a gradual 
and roundabout process. It is the 
Oriental feeling for atmosphere, the 
sense of function and decorum attach- 
ing to such an occasion, so that the chief 
matter may not enter unannounced and 
stand 2!cne upon its merits. but be duly 





praying.” And Dr. Dixon adds that, as | 


ushered in by a procession of minor de- 
tails. It is often very trying to busy 
people who prefer more direct methods. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive us for our quick reliance upon our 
own ways, and our slow turning to thee in 
prayer. May we learn to-day the secret of 
Nehemiah’s success in the first steps of his 
task for thee. Give us, we pray thee, a 
keener sense of the need of prayer as the 
imperatively first requirement in carrying 
forward thy work. Break down our confi- 
dence in self, dear Lord, and make the way 
clear for a new confidence in thee as the 
open door to resultful service. In thy dear 
name, O Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
been a bit impatient when you were 
waiting for an orchestra to begin to 
play? What a lot of time it takes to 
tune up! But suppose the players just 
started in to pl y with instruments not 
tuned? Wouldn’t you be hunting for 
your hat? Why, that tuning process is 
the very first vee Hudson Taylor, 
that great man of faith, the founder of 
the China Inland Mission, said: “Do 
not have your concert first, and: then 
tune your instruments afterwards. Be- 
gin the day with the Word of God and 
prayer, and get first of all into harmon 
with Him.” Nehemiah understood all 
this. There he stood before the king, 
and the king had asked him what he 
wanted. Nehemiah didn’t answer him 
at once. What did he do first? Cer- 
tainly! We ought to know enough to 
pray first, too. Then, and only then, 
Nehemiah told the king what he wanted. 
And don’t you believe that God in an- 
swer to Nehemiah’s prayer planned the 
king’s answer? Oh, what a God is our 
Jehovah, and how we slight him when 
we do not first of all turn to him in 
prayer ! 


in our prayer and work? 





GOD 
MAN 


WHICH IS MY WAY? 


ASKING FIRST 











How simple it all is,—turning first to 
the One by whose hand the task must 
be done, and then to one through whom 
God chooses to work. Let’s not tune up 
our orchestra after the concert, but be- 
fore. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God. Almighty.” 
“ Abide with me.” 

“Trust and obey.” 

“* God will take care of you.” 

“God be with you til! we meet again.” 

“ My faith looks up to thee.” 

“Simply trusting every day.” 

“In the secret of His presence.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 5: 11, 12 (9: 1, 2). 

Psalm 28 : 6-9 (60 : 3-5). 

Psalm 34: 1-9 (69: 1-4). 

Psalm 66 : 16-20 (131 : 6-8). 
Psalm 116: 1, 2, 12-19 (235 : 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON Teacuinc.—God hears and 


answers prayer. 

Notes.—Arrange pictures showing peo- 
ple at prayer. The prayer-life of- chil- 
dren needs careful nurture in home and 
Sunday-school. This is the middle one 
of three lessons about prayer and may 
help to establish the habit of morning 
and evening prayer and giving thanks 
at meal-time. 





Introduction—How many of you find 


Shall we not follow Nehemiah’s plan: 
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time .to play every day? When you 
play, with whom do you talk? ow 
many find time to pray every day? 
When you pray, with whom do you 
talk? The Heavenly Father loves to 
hear children pray. 
The friends of Jesus loved to walk 
and talk with him. They noticed how 
often Jesus slipped away to a quiet _ 
lace to talk alone with his Heavenly 
ather. One time they said to him: 
Lord, teach us to pray. He taught the 
“Lord's Prayer,” which is in the Bible, 
in the hearts and lives of Christians 
and should be in the heart of every 
child. ‘ It is not long but it means a 
eat deal. To-day in churches and 

unday-schools all over the world mil- 
lions of people will repeat it. 

Many use it for a morning prayer 
every day. Last Sunday we repeated a 
children’s morning prayer, Father, we 
thank thee for the night. We started 
to learn a Sunday morning prayer, 
which we can sing: 


“ Father in heaven, bless thy little children 
Gathered before thee on this holy day...” 


_Review—There are many special 
times when people want to pray. When 
friends from Jerusalem told Nehemiah 
what a hard time Ezra and the Jews 
were having because the walls and 
tes were broken down, Nehemiah 
just had to pray to go and help them. 

Nehemiah lived in the palace and was 
the king’s cupbearer, so he could not go 
without the king’s permission. Nehe- 
miah asked God’s help before he asked 
the king’s help. (Read chapter 1: 5-11.) 
Day and night as Nehemiah went about 
his work. or tried to sleep, he thought 
and prayed. God heard and answered 
his prayer. ; 

Lesson Story—When Nehemiah went 
in to serve the king, his face looked sad. 
The kind king noticed it and asked, 
Why is your countenance sad, seeing you 
are not sick? Your heart must be sad. 
Nehemiah told his trouble (2:3). The 
king asked, What do you want? Be- 
fore Nehemiah answered he prayed 
quietly that God would touch the king’s 
heart to listen. The queen sat by the 
king and heard him ask, For how long 
shall your journey be, and when will 
you return? The king gave his per- 
mission. 

Nehemiah asked for letters to gov- 
ernors and for permission to use timber 
for repairs in Jerusalem. The king 
agreed. Nehemiah was soon on his way 
with letters and with soldiers on horses 
to guard him. He had a safe journey. 
The Jews’ enemies were sorry to-hear 
of his coming, but what joy and thanks- 
giving there was when Ezra and his 
friends knew that Nehemiah had come 
to help them! 

For three days Nehemiah rested and 
visited, and he surely thanked God for 
hearing and answering his prayers. 


After the Story.—Jesus is ready to 
hear and answer children’s prayers: 


* Jesus, Friend of little children, be a friend 

to me; 

Take my hand and ever keep me, close to 
thee. 

Teach me how to grow in goodness daily 
as I grow; 

Thou hast been a child, and surely Thou 
dost know.” 


We must always remember that 


“To say my prayers is not to pray, 
Unless I mean the words I say; 
Unless I think to whom I speak, 
And with my heart His blessing seek.” 


Most children know, Now I lay me 
down to sleep. We will love another 
evening prayer or song for children: 


“ Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me, 
Bless thy little lamb to-night; 
Through the darkness be thou near me, 
Keep me safe till morning light. 
All this day thy hand hath Ied me, 
And I thank thee for thy care; 
Thou hast clothed me, warmed me, fed me. 
Listen to my evening prayer.” 
(This song and “Jesus, Friend” are found in 
“Songs for Little People,” Pilgrim Press. 
Boston, 75 cents.) 


Another evening prayer or song is: 


“Now the light has gone away, 
Saviour, listen while we pray, 





Asking thee to watch and keep 
And to send us quiet sleep. 
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Jesus, Saviour, wash away 
All that has been wrong to-day; 
Help me every day to be 
Kind and helpful, more like Thee.” 
(From “Songs for Little Children,” by Elea- 
nor Smith; published by Thos. Charles Co., 
Chicago, IIl., $1.) 


Expression—It may be the copying 
of one of the prayers for the older 
children, but the real expression should 
be using the prayers at home. 


Peoria, Itt. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Cc to the King.—A young 
girl just out of business college was 


mercantile house. She applied herself 
so diligently, took such pains to make 
things run smoothly, and tended so 
carefully to details that she attracted 
the manager’s attention, and in a few 
years had become his private secretary. 
One day a salesman for spring water 
called to induce the manager to use the 
water for drinking purposes throughout 
the establishment. Calling his secretary 
the manager remarked to the salesman, 
“Take the matter up with Miss A. If 
she approves I will give you an order.” 
This was too much for the bookkeeper, 
who was jealous of her, so he dropped 
a “witticism” about the “cupbearer to 
the king.” The manager chanced to 
overhear the remark, and not suspect- 
ing the sarcasm was pleased at its ap- 
propriateness. He chuckled and re- 
plied, “Very good, very good indeed. 
You are quite right. I will bank on her 
judgment and discretion every time.” 

Are you this kind of a “cupbearer” to 
your King? Are you so interested in 
carrying on the work of his kingdom, 
are ‘you so painstaking with the details 
which he puts in your hands, are you 
so. self-effacing and alert in sensing 
your tasks that your King can trust you 
with responsibility and bank on your 
judgment? 


Moreover.—Nehemiah was sure of 
his king’s affection, as we see it evi- 
denced by the questions of verse 6. He 
knew that not only would Artaxerxes 
be interested in his project, but that he 
would take pride in pushing it to a suc- 
cessful issue, so there was no _ hesi- 
tancy in following the first request with 
a “moreover” request (vs. 7, 8). 

Mary anci Ruth sat on the front porch 
talking, when Grace came hurrying up 
the walk. “I can’t sit down, honey, I’m 
in such a hurry. I have to go to town 
very unexpectedly for papa. I have 
promised to make a new doll’s dress for 
that little crippled Phoebe Collins up at 
the hospital and to bring it this after- 
noon. I just can’t disappoint her, so 
get busy, old girl; here are the doll and 
the material.” With smiling assurance 
she placed a box in Mary’s hands, and 
as she ran down the steps added laugh- 
ingly, “Thanks, till you are better paid.” 
Arriving at the gate she suddenly 
stopped and called back, “Oh, Mary, the 
girls must be reminded about the 
change of Flower Day. Please call 
them up and tell them to be sure to come 
this afternoon.” 

Mary’s cheery, “All right, I will,” was 
punctuated by a scoffing giggle from 
Ruth as she remarked, “Well, I wonder 
if she couldn’t find a few more little 
turns for you to take for her while she 
is downtown.” Mary flushed and her 
eyes snapped as she returned quickly, 
“Ruth, I love Grace very dearly and 
she loves me. We understand each 
other. Far from feeling imposed upon 
by her requests, I feel deepiy gratified. 4 
It shows her complete confidence in me.” 

If Nehemiah and Grace were so con- 
fident in their earthly friendships, what 
can we not ask of our Friend Jesus if 
we love him? 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Psalm 103 


1. How can “all that is within me” 
bless Jehovah? (v. 1.) 


2. What “good things” have we g 





right to “desire”? (v. 5.) 





3. How far is “as the heavens are 
above the earth”? (v. 11.) 


4. How far is “as the east is from 
the west”? (v. 12.) 


5. What are we, according to verse 14? 
Where else are we told the same? 


6. To whom is Jehovah’s everlasting 
lovingkindness promised? (vs. 17, 18.) 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


A Detective.—/ took up. the wine, and 
gave it unto the -king A 1). “What 
was Nehemiah’s job like?” asked 
teacher, first thing. 

“Looks to me as if he was private bar- 
tender to his royal Nibs,” grinned Bull- 
dog Jones. 

“Wasn’t he a good man?” asked little 
Carl. 

So teacher explained that temperance 
hadn’t been ~~ then. Every one 
thought it was kingly to drink wine. 
Then Nehemiah not only had to hand 
the king his wine glass, but he had to 
take a sip first himself, to show that it 
wasn’t poisoned by some enemy. He 
was a kind of secret service man. You 
may be sure Nehemiah would be a pro- 
hibitionist in these days. 


Brave as a Lion.—Then I was very 
sore afraid (v. 2). Nehemiah had to 
keep smiling all day, no matter how bad 
he felt about Jerusalem. The king 
didn’t allow any sad faces about him. 
But one day Nehemiah forgot and let 
his real feelings show for a minute. 
The’ king happened to look just then, 
and Nehemiah was scared half to death; 
thought his head was about to come off 
sure. The king asked him what the 
matter was, and then Nehemiah shook 
worse than ever. If he told what was 
really on his mind about leaving, the 
king might .be mad sure enough. But 
Nehemiah was no coward. Ye&, sir, 
teacher says you can be as brave as a 
lion éven When you’re shaking all over. 
He told a story about a soldier who 
laughed at another one because his 
knees were knocking together. “Sure, 
I’m scared,” answered the trembling 
man. “If you were half as scared as I 
am you’d be running away.” Nehe- 
miah was like that. He didn’t try to 
deny it or excuse himself. He just 
stood his ground and “put the whole 
thing up to the king straight, live or die. 
Teacher says we often fail to receive 
answers to our prayers because we are 
too cowardly to seize them. We've got 





to be ready to grab the knob and pull 
whenever God unlocks the door. 


Waiting Pays.—TJhe king had sent 
with me captains of the army and horse- 
men (vy. 9). Teacher pointed out how 
much it paid Nehemiah to wait for 
God’s plan rather than to rush off on 
his own hook. Instead of going single- 
handed he had passports (v. 7)» an or- 
der for free building material (v. 8), 
and a military escort. I guess it’s that 
way about our new church building. 


‘After the war God may give us a better 


one than we could possibly have if we 
had gone ahead and built now. Mother’s 
favorite verse is: “Commit thy way 
unto the Lord; trust also in him, and he 
shall bring it to pass.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Psalm 103 


How can we be thankful in war time? 

Can we be truly thankful for hard 
things? 

Ought we to be thankful for every- 
thing? i 

What special things does a boy have 
to be thankful for? 


What are you most thankful for in 
your whole life? 


What is the best way to thank God? 
Terre Haute, INp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





| Family Altar is one of the most 
potent factors in building a strong 
nation. The altar ought to be erected 
in every home in the land; for family 
worship is one of the best family lubri- 
cants, making home life easy and help- 
ing the bearings to run smoothly when 
home troubles arise. There is nothing 
like the family prayer: for creating a 
true atmosphere in the home. Many 
find it difficult to undertake, and where 
parents find themselves confronted 
with such difficulty they may find help 
from a small volume, “God’s Minute” 
(The Vir Publishing Co,, Philadelphia, 
35 cents net). It is a book consisting of 
a brief prayer one minute long for each 
day of the year. 





November 12 to 18 


Mon.—Neh. 2: 1-8. 
Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered. 
The king answered the request of his 
attendant and Nehemiah got royal let- 


; The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 










“ye ask anything inmy name,! will do it?’ Jonn 4:4. 








All it lacks is your 


endorsement. 
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ters and a military escort for his jour- 
ney to Jerusalem. The petition is one 
of the most striking instances in the 
Bible of those swift arroy-like prayers 
to God, which bring immédiate answers 
to the petitioner. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray. for all 
young people’s organizations; for the 
Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavor; for their “Tenth Legion” 
and “Comrades of the Quiet Hour.” 
Pray for the Christian Endeavor boys 
on the battlefields of Europe and with 
the navies on the high seas; for those 
wounded in war and thosé sick in mili- 
tary hospitals. 


Tues.—Neh. 2: 9-20. Nehemiah in Jerusalem. 


The dilapidated condition of the ci 
filled the man of God with grief and his 
soul burned with patriotic fire at the 
sights which met his eyes. He speedily 
abandoned himself to the work of un- 
doing the mischief, as every child of 
God must when it is known. 


Prayer SuGGcestions: Pray for the 
reawakening of man’s consciousness of 
God. Probably never before has the 
world so shown its need of him as now, 
and yet how few are thinking of him. 
Pray that the nation may not trust to 
armaments but in the living God. 
Wed.—Num. 14: 20-35. 

Moses’ Prayer Answered. 

Swift as a shaft of light from heaven 
the pardon sought was granted. What 
a fine instance of “the effectual fervent 
prayer of the righteous man.” God is 
still under covenant to answer his peo- 
ple who plead his glory, and in no case 
can it be found that his word has been 
broken. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
our denominational societies; the West- 
minster Guild; the Baptist Young Pto- 
ple’s Union, the Epworth League, and 
kindred societies which are doing such 
excellent work in all the churches. Pray 
that they may truly be means of grace 
to the young people of the country; for 
our unsaved young men and women. 
Thurs.—2 Chron. 20: 14-19. 

Jehoshaphat’s Prayer Answered. 

Here is the abiding privilege of every 
child of God. Our restlessness, fretting, 
and scheming are the products of our 
unbelief. If I am fighting in my own 
strength I shall be “afraid,” but “if God 
be for us who can be against us”? Let 
us “go out” armed with his presence. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that we 
may know our responsibility to the 
whole world, and that the Church may 
hasten her steps in carrying out our 
Lord’s commission to give the Gospel 
to every creature, and that the day may 
speedily come when all nations shall 
own Jesus Christ Lord and King. 
Fri.—Isa. 37 : 21-32. 

Hezekiah’s Prayer Answered. 

Hezekiah had prayed specifically and 
God answered with a very specific an- 
swer. When we are definite in our re- 
quests we may look for the carrying out 
of the Lord’s promise. The* Puritans 
were wont to say, “Generalities are thé 
death of prayer,” and like aimless shoot- 
ing they accomplish nothing. 

PrayveER SuGcestions: Pray for one 
another at the family altar, and com- 
mend to God one another for the duties 
of the day. Mothers duties in the 
home, father’s in the business, the du- 
ties of the children at school, and the 
maids, servants, men, and boys who help 
us to carry the loads of life. 

Sat.—Dan. 9: 20-27. 
Daniel’s Prayer Answered. 

Twice over is it said “while I was 
speaking,” which means that in the 
making known of the request the an- 
swer was given. How often this has 
been the case in our own experience. 
The immediateness of the Divine an- 





swer has at times well-nigh made us 
afraid. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
missionary and evangelistic work among 
the Jews; for the distribution of the 
New Testament and Gospel portions 
among them; for the efforts of your 
own church to gwe the Word of Life to 
| the Sons of Abraham, and for Israel's 
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A Series of Striking Pic- 
tures of Bible Scenes 
Beautifully Colored 


With a Collection of Applicable Bible 
Verses, Carefully Selected 


By fitting the appropriate verses to pic- 
tures the reader actually takes a unique 
and fascinating journey to Bible Land. 


This is the Christian Herald plan in 

which $9,128.00 in cash has been 

awarded to encourage more general 
Bible reading 


Do you want to go into the 
beloved land of Bible days? 


Do you want to travel to 
some of the scenes the Bible 
fells us of so beautifully? 


Go with us, and as our guests. As you 
go you will be carried back to the Bible 
period; you will meet for a brief time some 
of the characters of the eternal story. ' 


And as you go the story will be brought 
home to you perhaps as never before, for 

ou-will be oc mparing the scenes with the 
Bible verses that tell of them—you will 
actually be seeking out and fitting together 
the Bible verses that best apply to the pic- 
tures. 


Thus while feasting your eyes and di- 
verting your mind you will be learning 
more and more of the Bible, seeing more 
and more the significance of the Bible 
story. 

Yet so delightful will the journey be 
that you may not awaken until later to the 
good it has done you. While learning 
much you will be enjoying much ; because 
of the interest in your journey you will be 
acquiring, almost unconsciously, a better 
understanding of the Bible. 


Wonderful Aid to Sunday-School Teachers 


The ‘Picture Journey"’ plan is that of 
our National Bible Picture Study, a great 
competition, based on the International 
Sunday School Lessons, in which $5,000.00 
in cash will be awarded. Teachers will be 
intensely interested in this wonderful study- 
entertainment, for it will cover the ground 
of the lessons which they are studying. 
First reward will be $1,000.00 in cash. 


OUR GIFT TO YOU 


Send in the free Request Corpon, and 
let us present you, as an outright gift, post- 
paid by us, the inspiring and beautiful 
‘** Picture Journey."’ We know it will de- 
light you, and surprise you, too. Send 
for it—right now, while you are thinking 
of it. You put off too many things—do 
not procrastinate in this. Cut out the Re- 

uest Coupon and send it in—NOW ! 

here is positively no obligation. 








n FREE REQUEST COUPON 
: THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
j 


1421 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
Kindly send me, free and stpaid, the com- § 
t ete booklet, “A Picture Journey into Bible 
Soory Land,’ containing the series of beautifully i 
I colored Bible pictures, the selection of Bible § 
g verses, —_ instructions for fitting the appropriate i 
verses to the pictures. 
i 
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For Family Worship 
( Continued from preceding page) 
speedy conversion to Christ and the de- 
liverance of their land. 
Sun.—Psalm 132: 11-18. Jehovah’s Return. 
In returning, the Lord will bless His 
le. Note the divine pledges given 
in these verses: “I will bless” (v. 15), 
“I will satisfy” (v. 15), “I will clothe” 
(v. 16). How poor is t soul which 
is without God though possessing all 
else, but he who is “rich in faith 
towards God” is heir of all things. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
ministers of tne Gospel who may be dis- 
couraged on account of the scanty sup- 
port they receive in their y babe for 
others whose tendency is to fainting be- 
cause of so little visible results in their 
ministry; for those in limited fields of 
labor and who toil amid surrounding 
evils. 
New York City. 
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When Dolly Screamed 
By Pearl Eberle 


OB RUGGLES lived in a little town 

on the Wabash River. Across the 
river was a fine camping ground on a 
smooth,. sandy beach. 

One day Bob coaxed his mother to go 
to the camping ground for the day. 
They took Dolly, his sister, and Spitz- 
Noodle, -the dog, along. On.the way to 
the river Jack Dolan joined them. 

They rowed across the river in the old 
green boat, and found a cool place at 
th: edge of the camp-ground for the 
lunch basket. 

The boys hunted up bricks and old tin 
and by digging a pit made a good stove 
for Mrs. gles.. Then they rigged up 
their fishing poles. ‘ | 

“Where’s mine?” asked Dolly. , 

“Oh,” we ~forgot your pole,” said 
her brother.” “Never mind, we'll fix 
you one.” So he and Jack hunted up.a 
stick. It was very crooked. They had 
to use an old piece of twine for a line, 
and they had only one extra hook, which 
was. bent and rusty. 

“It'll be all right,” said Jack. “Girls 
never sit still long enough to fish, any- 
way!” 

The boys rowed the boat up the river 
to a sandbar, where there was a fine 
swimming hole. _ Spitz-Noodle swam 
along behind the boat. They all stayed 
in the water until they were nice and 
cool. Then they pushed the boat up 
under a willow, and climbed in and’ be- 

n to fish. Spitz-Noodle dug a large 

ole in the shade and lay down in it 
for a nap. < 

The first catch Jack had was an old 
tin can. Then Bob brought up an old 
shoe. Pretty soon there was a strong 
pull on Yack’s line. He almost upset the 
boat bringing his catch in, and then he 
had a mud-turtle on his hook! He 
threw it back into the water. 

Then something gave a big tug at 
Bob’s line, and he brought up a wrig- 
gling eel! He was glad enough to let 
it go. Soon Bob’s mother called them 
to lunch. They found her roasting po- 
tatoes and green corn in the ashes under 
the stove, and frying chicken and boil- 
ing eggs on top. My, how good it 
smelled ! 

“Where’s Dolly?” asked Bob. 

“She’s down the river, by that clump 
of bushes,” answered his mother. “Run 
and call her to lunch. 

Just then there was a loud scream. 
Mrs. Ruggles dropped the pan of eggs. 
“Run,” she cried, “that child has fallen 
in the river!” Then everybody ran; 
Spitz-Noodle first, the boys next, and 
Mrs. Ruggles last. They found Dolly 
sitting on the ground. 

“What in the world is the matter, 
child?” said her mother. 

“I caught a fish,” said Dolly. 

“Where is it?” said the boys. 

“I’m sitting on it, so it won’t get 
away,” said Dolly. Then everybody 
laughed. Dolly got up, and Bob picked 
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up the fish. It was a pretty big fish for 

a little girl to catch, with a crooked pole 

and a oy hook! * 
et 


“Come, let’s hurry back,” said Mrs. 
Ruggles. “We'll fry your fish for you, 
ear. 


“No,” said Bob. “Huh-uh,” said 
Jack. 

“Then,” said Dolly, “you both can eat 
every bite of my fish!” 


WIL.1amsport, Inp. 
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A Sunday School ‘or the Silent: 


The Suaday School Times ; 
| ing call on part of ae School workers in the 


(Continued from page 619) 

have no idea of our soul or God. The 
idea of a Deity is not innate with them. 
They look on the works of Nature as do 
the brutes. As long as they are unedu- 
cated they’ have no true idea of the 
Creator. A highly educated gentleman 
of this class says that previous to his 
receiving education he had no idea of 
God or--of his own soul, and considers 
that in this respect he was not alone. 
Dr. Thomas H. Gallaudet said that it 
is impossible to produce an. instance 
where a person deaf and mute from 
birth ever originated from his own re- 
flections, and before being instructed, 
any idea of God, or any notions of the 
immortality of his own soul. So it will 
be seen that there is need of Sunday- 
school instruction. 

But this is only part of the general 
instruction given. The deaf cannot be 
educated in our schools. They require 
special education. It is just one hun- 
dred years since Dr. Mason F. Cogs- 
well, of Hartford, was the means of 


having this instruction established in | 


America. The centennial was cele- 
brated in July, 1917. Dr. Cogswell had 
a daughter, Alice, who was thus afflicted. 
Giving the matter consideration, he 


found that in Connecticut alone there | 


were eighty others. 

The discovery led to the establishment 
of the American Institute for the Deaf 
in Hartford. That establishment was 
achieved with difficulty. The ancients 
considered the children of silence as 
monsters. The word used by the 
Greeks and in the New Testament to 
describe them means “lacking in sense.” 

The overcoming of the deaf’s dis- 
ability was felt to be tedious; but that 
was not all. Prejudice, although sad- 
dened, was against the “dummy.” 


In Europe the instruction had grown 
Dr. Cogswell ; 


but slowly, yet surely. 
obtained aid from France, where much 
interest was shown, in spite of the fact 
that the Church of Rome was disin- 


clined, and—having deprived the people | 


of the Word of God in their vernacular, 
went on to maintain that it was not wise 
to cast its pearls before—“the dummies.” 
In England, Drs. Braidwood and Wat- 
son established schools for the deaf, and 
it was to them that Dr. Cogswell sent 
Dr. Gallaudet to learn the principles of 
the education. But circumstances took 
him to Paris and the American institu- 
tion was born of the persistent and pro- 
tracted effort. 

At the present time the number of 
schools for the deaf is much above five 


hundred. The United States has, next) 


to Germany, the largest number, and 
they are to be found in all civilized 
countries. 

There are four methods of instruc- 


tion. The manual method is that which | 


employs the sign language, the finger 


alphabet, and writing as the exclusive | 


means of education, looking to facility 
in comprehension and use of written 
language as the principal object. The 
oral method is that in which the use of 
signs is reduced to a minimum, which 
discards the sign language and the 
finger alphabet, depending on lip read- 
ing and writing for the giving of in- 
struction, It aims to teach the pupils to 
speak and understand speech, as well as 


to read and write. The combined |} 


method is that in which several distinct 

methods are used with the same pupils, 

or in which the general instruction is 

given to all pupils by means of the man- 
( Continued on next page) 


A Guide 
to Bible Study 


A Systematic Course of Graded Lessons 
for the Sunday School and the Home 


By Harry E. Richards, A. M., M.D. 
Carefully graded. Practical, Scriptural. 
Makes the Word of God clear. Adds 
a new impetus to the study of the Bibie 
as a whole. Endorsed by recognized 
authorities. 


3 “* There is an increas- 


ounger grades for a sa’ ctory course of Graded 
sons, with satisfactory helps. ‘A Guide to Bible 
Study’ one of the very few answers to that call. 
At the point where many d and 
helps are dangerous, ‘A Guide to Bible Study ° is 
wa satistying ; it rings true to the inspired Word 
° God. 


cligions Telescope: ‘‘ This series of Bible 
ma. 3. in tl fatereet of the fact that the true 
Christian life, with its attributes of prayer, meditation. 
service, faith, Yo and love, is based on Scriptural 
knowledge; and the methods used by the author are 
adapted to the attainment of a clear and complete 
knowledge of the Bible.. We like the goals sought 
and have faith in the means employed to reach them.’ 

The Christian Nation: “There are both junior 
and advanced courses, covering the Old and New 
Testaments, and the aids are ied, practical, syste- 
matic, and eminentl teachatle. understandable, and 
incomparably heipful.’’ 

The Watchman-Examiner : “ These volumes 
would prove immensely valuable for the family study 
of God's Word, a study that ought to be revived.”” 


“A Guide to Bible Study” 


on inspection 
In seven parts—a year’s work to a part. 
Part Se Genes's to Ruth. - 
oe ¢ oN 





: 


a to Nehemiah, —_ Junior 
3. The Gospels and the Acts. J . 

“* 4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. ) z 

“* gs. t Kings to Nehemiah (por-| Advanced 
tions of nine prophetical Course 
books). f(S. S. “Inter- 

“ 6. Life of Christ. j mediate’’). 

“« 9. The Acts and the Epistles. 








Paper covers, each Part. ......... $ .30 
- © "| ROA eae 45 
Parts 1 to 3 in one volume, cloth... . . 1.25 
Parts 4 to 7 in one volume, is 6.6.0 ‘1.50 


Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
| Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 
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A STUDENT 
IN ARMS 


By DONALD HANKEY 
(Killed in action Oct. 26, 1916) 


The impact of this volume has stirred England 
toits depths. The stress of the great war and 
what it means to the soldier are expressed 
with power and vividness unequalled in other 
books. of the soldier’s life. Your friend in 
khaki needs it. You will enjoy every page. 


NOW READY, the second series of 
“A Student in Arma” including the 
famous essay “Don’t Worry.” ice 
each volume net, $1.50. 


E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue 














WHAT CAN MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS REALLY DO? 


To know the answer is to know some of the 
most striking instances of the triumphs of the 

; following in The Sunday 
School Times the current series of articles on 
the Jews, you will have added light on this 
subject by learning what Christian missions 
among them are accomplishing. 

Send for a free sample copy of the 32-page 
illustrated magazine, The Glory of Israel, pub- 
lished at $1.00 a year by 

THE NEW COVENANT MISSION 
The Rev. Maurice Ruben, Gen. Supt. 
Reed and Crawford Sts., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

















OR. JAMES M. GRAY’S NEW BOOK 


PROPHECY 


AND THE LORD'S RETURN. Only 75c. 

What is the purpose of God in the present cataclysm ? 
Does proph deal with the world to-day? A book by 
Dr. Gray, of Moody Bible Institute, of unusual interest 
at a REVELL ct time. 


VELL CO., 158 Filth Av., N. ¥.; 17 N. Wabash Av., Chicags 


Good Tracts on Divine Healing 


By Andrew Murray, Arthur T. Pierson, A. B. Simp- 
son, and others. Send 25 cents for collection. 


HOUSE OF GOOD THINGS, 517 Lecust St., Johnstown, Pa. 
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Just as 
Flowers 

Respond to 

Cultivation 


so children thrive and 
develop when nourished with the rich 
growing-food in Scott’s Emulsion, 
because in it the strength-building 
properties of pure cod liver oil are so 
delicately emulsified that every drop 
is blood-forming and strength-mak- 


ing. It is both a food and a tonic. " 





5 new, all different, regular edition, sent to anyone, 
anywhere, for 10 cents. 

SHIMEL. A new Song Story. 15 cents. 

CHRISTMAS HELPER No. 5. lilustrated. 15c. 

Choir Cantatas, Anthems, Song Stories, sent for 
examination upon request 








CHRISTMAS 
Others sent upon request; returnable samples for | 
examination. 


We have YOUR Christmas music 


REVIEW. New. Now ready 


HALL-MACK CO. | 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. § 339 S. Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 


xX for the Choir and Sunday 
“Ki LCS No, 1, by Rosche. 


Vi «Mendelssohn, Auber, etc. 
ILD DIVINE by ‘Gabriel and Beavicy. 

kl carols. Price, postpaid, 
eee Senta, 00 per hundred. Specimen 
close 10c for regular samples of our 

ur including the above. 

CANTATAS for the Sunday. School, with and without 
nta and secular. casnlon Toh & 4. 
pW CHOIR CANTATA THE ADORATS - buler 
ice, pa per copy, 64.80 per dozen. men 
nn ta Pare 22and 23 for description 
of 8 others. Mailed eNO if desired. . 
“THE CHURCH CHOIR,” a Choir Monthly-sample free 
FREE New catalogue describing 26 cantatas for 
the Choir and 8. 8.. also Anthem Books, 
new male and female voice Quartet Boo 


C.F MOCHD LON, EnimnanmesnoveE 
FREE Sample@pies 
eet ~~~ ee 

SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 


BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street, -  - Philadelphia, Pa. 




















Our packet, rich in sample pages of the music 

in our 3 new serv: in our new Scrip- 

tural, & new Santa Ciaus cantatas, etc. 

will bring you a complete copy, regular 

16c. {aition, of each of 3 new services together 
with cantata sample pages, etc. Stamps ac- 
cepted. Mention The S. S. Times, and address 


NEW YORK, 
LORE XZ ed Darton, Om0. 


XMAS SERVICES 


We have augmented our lines of services of former 
years which we are listing at the old rate. To enable 
you to make a selection we will send you— 

26 Christmas Services for 75 cents 

10 Christmas Services for 30 cents 


XMAS CANTATAS 


To enable you to make a selection we will send 
15 Cantatas for 50 cents 
MacCALLA & C0., INC., 249 Dock Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS 


will result if you use Fillmore Services. 
GLORY IN THE HIGHEST and THE MANGER KING are 
two fine, new services for Sunday-schools. 
Enclose. two-cent stamp and get both of them. 














OUR CHRISTMAS CATALOG FREE 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 528 Elm St., Cincinnati, Ohio 


YOU CAN AFFORD pettaie toaur 


A 

FAMILIAR SONGS OF THE 

GOSPEL. No.l or2.Ro 
or Shape notes. $3 per hundred; samples, 5c each. 
gongs. words and music. No. 1 and 2 combined ¢5 per 
bundred, WGacopy. E. A. K. HACKETT, Fort Wayne, ind. 


50 to 100 i d hand 
WANTED 9.100 qoiz tent tend 
Books. Address George H. Gercke, Augusta, Ga. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 

ual method, with the special training of 
some in articulation and lip-reading as 
an ornamental and extra ‘accomplish- 
ment. Where the manual and oral 
methods are used in some schools, that 
means that both are employed, the man- 
ual method for some pupils, the oral 
method for others. Only a few schools 
use the two in thé same institution. The 
oral method is that which is most ex- 
tensively employed. The oldest Ameri- 
can institution, that at Hartford, em- 
ploys the combined method. 

The pupils have to study as diligently 
as any other children, and the curricu- 
lum bears favorable comparison with 
our best public school curricula, so that 
pupils can and do claim that they re- 
ceive thorough education, Imagine ‘a 
school where teachers and scholars are 
silent; but do not for a moment think 
that the children are mentally deficient. 

But,—to quote Mrs. Browning,—“O, 
that silence!” 

Only a few days after the death of 
Dr. Cogswell, his deaf daughter, Alice, 
also passed away. Mrs. Lydia Huntley 
Sigourney, the poetess, wrote a beauti- 
ful poem with the title “Alice,” in which 
she depicts the’ joy and surprise of the 
girl when she hdd crossed the thresh- 
old into the Father’s “best room” in the 
house of many mansions, and for the 
first time heard music. The first verse 
is this: 

“ Sisters, there’s music here! 

From countless harps it flows 
Throughout this wide, celestial sphere, 
Nor pause nor discord knows! 

The seal is melted from my ear 
By love divine, 

And what through life I pined to hear 
Is mine! Is mine!” 


On Sunday they have that which they 
call the “Sunday schooling.” All of the 
pupils of the school are there, and some 
few others who are not attending the 
school come in with them. -Here, in the 
school to which we are paying attention, 
the principal is the superintendent. The 
teachers are the same as in the week. 
The kindergarten has some scholars who 
are almost in their teens,, but the ma- 
jority in that class are little ones. The 
Bible classes are well filled. 





We sit and watch the progress of the | 


session. In one class two girls laugh. 
In another the teacher, a young lady, is 
plainly nervous. 
classes near the door seem to vie with 
one another in making their fingers go 
in answering the teacher’s questions. 
Across the room a girl leaves her seat 
and goes with an open Bible to the su- 
perintendent and, pointing to a verse 
asks him a question, in the sign lan- 
guage, of course. He answers her, and 
she almost runs back to her class, point- 
ing to the verse with an air that plainly 
says, “Superintendent says it is so!” 
This encourages us to look over a 
boy’s shoulder that we may:see what the 
lesson is. We are glad that we did so, 
for a few moments later we are able 
better to appreciate an incident. It is 
the eighth chapter of Joshua. The chil- 
dren. are interested in the taking of the 
city of Ai. 


Four boys in one of the | 
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HOLIDAY AND S. S. HELPS 








SPECIAL OFFER XMAS SERVICES 


Sixteen Christmas Services will be sent you on receipt of 40 cents 
Any one of these services $3.00 per 100, postpaid 

Twenty-six Christmas Services will be sent you on receipt of 75 cents 
Any orie of these services $4.25 per 100, postpaid 


XMAS CANTATAS a 
Fifteen Christmas Cantatas will be sent you on receipt of 5! 
cents. Any one of these cantatas, $5.00 per 100, postpaid. 


CHRISTMAS CAROL COLLECTION . 
15 cents each ; $12 per 100, postpaid. 24-page collection 
of Xmas Carols. Heavy manila covers. 


COMBINED ANTHEM COLLECTION 
20 cents each; $2.00 Pet dozen, prepaid. Eighteen 
beautiful Anthems for all festival occasions. 
CHRISTMAS BOOKLETS ; 
No. 20 Packet.—Ten for 45 cents. Each has a beauti- 
ful floral design in colors embossed on cover, Eight inside 


pages contain verse and color illustrations throughout. 
Average size, 334x 2% inches. 


CHRISTMAS POSTCARDS 
No. 350.—Twenty for 30 cents; $1.25 per 100. At- 
tractive Holly designs, produced in red and preen colorings 
with a touch of gilt. ‘Uhe greetings are well written. 


BULLETIN BOARDS 
Changeable Letters.) For announcing Church Services, 
‘Topics, Prayer seeeenae Sunday School Services, Open 
Air Meetings, Special Music, etc. Can be attached to 
stone, brick, or frame wall, or hong on posts or set on easel. 
No. 21, size 31x41, 8 lines (cardboard letters) . $28.00 
No. 22, size 35%4x51, 10 lines (cardboard letters) . 32.00 
No. 71, size 31x41, 8 lines (steel letters). . . . . 
Ne. size 3544x51, 10 lines (steel letters). . . 


ivery extra. 
NEW STEEL LETTERS. ’ 
5 cents cach, any quantity. A font of 114 pieces, put upin 
a wooden box, has sufficient letters to spell any kind of 
motto. Each letter 7 inches high. 
CLASS CHARTS (Size, 16x24 inches.) 
id Testament St. Paul’s Travels 
New Testament All Bible Lands 
Holy Lan rusalem , 
Including case and six charts, prepaid, 50. Per sin- 


gle map, tinned top and bottom, postpaid, 60 cents. 
BOOKS OF THE BIB. CHART 

Size, 40x60 inches. Colored chart, $2.50, prepaid. Black 

and white chart, $2.00, prepaid. 

TARBELL’S TEACHER’S GUIDE FOR 1918 
$1.35, postpaid. Contains every modern help for teachb- 
ing the lesson. 

THE GIST OF THE LESSON 


Vest pocket edition. Exposition of 1918 Sunday School 








ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING 
REGISTER 
Make your Records of Attendance an open | 
book to the school. 





Size 36x22 in.—11-16 in, thick, made of Oak, 
beautifully grained and polished. —_ 

Price, $3.75 for board and outfit, includ- 
ing 6 slides and 6 each of figures 1 to o in- 
clusive. Delivery extra. 


THANKSGIVING POSTCARDS 
20 for 25 cents, 100 for $1.00. Specially 
sketched Thanksgiving designs, each bear- 
ing an emblem and sentiment appropriate to 
the season. In several colors and gold. 





Lessons. Leather, 25 cents. 
REPLETE WITH SUGGESTIONS 


1918 CATALOG WRITE FOR IT—NOW 








MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 249 Dock Street, Philadelphia 














In that boys’ class, the | 


teacher, a yong man, seems to be mak- | 


ing the boys repeat a sentence. There 
are six boys. The fifth, in his turn, 
makes his fingers move glibly as he 
stands to repeat the sentence. 

The next minute the teacher is out 
of the seat, and has the little fellow by 
his collar, shaking him, and the other 
boys trying to suppress laughter. The 
culprit begins to cry, and the teacher 
shows stern passion as he holds him, 
and, apparently, insists that he shall re- 
cite properly. The incident attracts the 
attention of other classes, but is soon 
over. A few minutes later a large girl 





passes up a slip of paper, on which we | 


read: 


“Maybe, sir, you did not catch on that | 
Mr. Taylor was making them say, ‘If at | 


first you don’t succeed, try, try again,’ 


and Robbie said it this way, ‘If at first | 
you don’t suck seed, suck, suck again!” | 


We are impressed’ that in the Sunday- 
school of a school for the deaf, the boy 
is not immune to the contagion of fun, 
and although he cannot hear a repri- 
mand, he can feel it! 





FOR SALE ALMOST EVERYWHERE 





Subsequent issues of this paper will contain 
advertisements of popular sizes of Holman 
Bibles and Testaments. If the bookseller in 
your town does not have the style you want, 
write to the Publishers, who will be glad to 
assist you, even if you are not ready to pur- 
chase. They have been making ‘Bibles at the 
same place for fifty years. 








Originators of Pronouncing Teachers’ Bibles 
1222-26 Arch Street, - Philadelphia, Pa. 


A. J. Holman Company 














THE CHILD’S HOUR 


Edited by MISS JOSEPHINE BRUCE 


The Best Primary 
Sunday~-School Paper Published 


Bright, interesting, original stories, and 
clever ¢llustrations give ‘' The Child’s Hour"’ 
a distinctive place in the Sunday-school world. 





A new feature has also been added, called 

7 .** Something to do,’ which is greatly enjoyed 
. = by allthe children. Terms: Single subscriptions, 30 
cls. @ year ; ten copies to one address, each 25 cts. a year. 








W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 
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PR a ON ARR See, Gee 


Now a Jew 
Will Speak 
for Himself 


Did you know that Jewish colonies have been tried in Argentine, Brazil, 
Canada, the western United States, and Palestine, and have failed every- 
where but in Palestine ? 


Did you know that the new question now facing the Jews of Europe 
is, What shall we do with our freedom ? 


Did you know what startling success was attending the Zionist or 
Jewish colonies in Palestine up to the time of the War? For example, 


—that the, Jewish tion in Palestine rose from 25,000 in 1880 to 43,000 in 1890, 
then to 95,000 in | 10, and was still gaining when the War broke out ? 

—that the steamships and sailing vessels clearing from the leading port of entry to Palestine's 
Jewish colonies increased aboyt 100 percent in seven years ? 

—that in one of the Jewish colonies the price of irrigable land rose from about $17 an 
acre to $180 an acre in twenty years, while the value of the colony rose from $6,000 to 
over $3,000,000 ? 


—that the Jewish’ colonists increased the productivity of Palestine soil from the Arab’s 
yield of $5 an acre to their own yield of from $20 to $25 an acte ? 


Did you know that the Jewish National Fund was founded in 1901 
to purchase land in Palestine as the inalienable possession of the entire 
Jewish people, never to be sold, bat only leased ? 


Did you know that the Palestine Land Development Company buys 
and develops large tracts there for settlers > 


Did you know that the Jewish Colonial Trust, Ltd., of London, with 
its subsidiary, the Anglo-Palestine Co., Ltd., has many branches in Pales- 
tine engaged in all kinds of banking business ? 


Did you know that Palestine is the only land in the world where 


the use of Hebrew as a spoken language is being successfully revived,— - 


and on the lips of children at play ? 


No, of course you didn’t know these things. We Christians have been 
too busy with our own mistaken programs to pay much attention to what 
God has said in His Word the Jews would yet do, and what He would 
do for them. 


And so we haven't even read the newspapers intelligently nor kept in 
touch with the most thrilling of all current events. 


But we're learning better. The Sunday School Times in its sensational 
yet soberly Scriptural series of articles on the Jews will publish next week 
an article by a Jew giving the ardent Jewish Zionist’s hopes and convictions. 


Elisha M. Friedman, who speaks for the Jews as a Jew, has packed 
his message with startling facts. 


It will be followed later by a Christian Hebrew’s interpretation of 
Zionism: Max I. Reich will discuss the meaning of the vigorous movement 
to give Palestine to the Jews. 


Your newspaper and your Bible will teem with new meaning after you 
have read these articles. 


This amazing Jewish series js only in its beginnings in The Sunday 
School Times. It will run on through the winter, and during 1918. 


- 


No other. general religious journal is even attempting to gather and 
interpret these marvelous facts for you. 


You know of friends who ought to share with you the thrill and 
profit of reading these articles. Will you send us their names and ad- 
dresses, that we may send them a free specimen copy of this issue—as 
long as it lasts? Just mention Jewish Series when you write. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Home Department Questions 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


Can the Home Department do something 
for the boys in the Army and the training 
Camps? . 

ES, it should make an immediate and 

continuous study of this branch of 
work. They who are thus removed 
from their homes are in no little moral 
peril, and in most cases.will prize some- 
thing to remind them of the church 
school and guide them to systematic 
Bible reading. Let the addresses be 
ascertained, tabulated, and kept up-to- 
date, a letter sent explaining the matter, 
and the Quarterlies duly despatched, It 
will mean some work, but a particular 
Visitor or officer of the Home Depart- 
ment will no doubt gladly volunteer for 

ly assigned to it. 

What is the place of prayer in Home De- 
partment work? 

7 work could not go on at all 

without much prayer on the part of 
every officer and Visitor. The latter 
should not think of starting out to see 
her members without getting first into 
close touch with the Master, and asking 
for some special message, making sure 
that just the right spirit about it all is 
in the heart. The superintendent es- 
pecially should be much in prayer that 
no temptation to discouragement should 
be for a moment harbored, and that the 
best plans may be conceived and vigor- 
ously carried out. It is a good thing for 
all the workers to agree on some par- 
ticular time when, wherever they are, a 
united prayer shall ascend for a special 
blessing on the work, so that the prom- 
ise to such united effort may be claimed. 
At all gatherings let the prayer part of 
the service be emphasized, and not suf- 
fered to be merely formal. Except the 
Lord be manifestly and constantly with 
us our endeavor is wholly vain. He 
bids us pray always. 





What can be said to one who questions the 
need of the Home Department? 
HE Home Department is needed be- 
cause so many homes neglect. Bible 
study; because the prevalent ignorance 
of the Bible produces a lowered tone of 
personal character which tends to wide- 
spread. disaster in the land; because 
many who feel somewhat the importance 
of the good Book will do but little 
about it except under the stimulus of 
a concerted plan, and the interest which 
arises from union with a multitude of 
others; because it largely increases 
Sunday-school attendance; because 
facts show that many thousands have 
been brought by it to make a decision 
for Christ; because it has been, and_-is, 
a powerful influence in establishing or 
renewing family worship; because it 
trains and develops church workers, giv- 
ing an excellent opportunity to many to 
do a little something in the line of city 
missions; because it helps the pastor to 
get contact either in person or by proxy 
with many whom he would not other- 
wise know or reach; because it broadens 
the boundaries of Christ’s kingdom in 
the community where it works. 





How can we prevent the members drop- 
ping out? 

HEY cannot, of course, be alto- 

gether prevented. It is well to 
make up one’s mind in the beginning 
that a certain percentage will get tired 
and lose their interest, or form other 
plans of Bible study which make a 





so full of love and good cheer that the 
members will think twice at least be- 
fore consenting to do without them. 
Almost eve ing depends upon the 
personal touch. It is on this account 
that Visito s should not resign unless 
there is some absolute necessity, for a 
change almost always involves loss. 
Picnics and socials help a little in con- 
vincing the members that they belong 
to something that is really worth while, 
and to which they must cling; also spe- 
-cial reading matter slipped into the . 
Quarterlies, or kindly calls on the tele- 
hone, or a friendly line by postal card. 
here should also much prayer. 


4 


we 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


What course of study would you recom- 
mend for a class of bright young men and 
women, some of them college graduates, and 
others well educated? They have been ex- 
ceptionally well instructed in the Bible and 
have a good working knowledge of the Book. 
They would respond to a course on methods, 
and would be able to take a very thorough 
course of study. 

HE new teacher-training courses 

adopted by the Denominational Sun- 
day-School Council seem to be well 
adapted to meet the needs of this class 
of students. These new courses take 
for granted that an adequate knowledge 
of the Bible has been acquired by means 
of the graded lesson system. The new 
text-books lay the emphasis on how to 
teach the Bible. The courses include 
lessons on psychology, ' pedagogy, the 
Sunday-school, the teaching values of 
the Bible, and related subjects. Your 
Denominational’ Sunday-school Board 
will be glad to send full particulars re- 
garding the text-books. 





Our training class has appointed a social 
committee with myself as chairman. I am 
not clear as to how the social committee can 
help the work of training teachers. Your sug- 
gestions will help me. 

N ACTIVE social committee can 

contribute very much to the success 
of the training class. The members of 
the committee should agree among 
themselves to be a real friend to every 
member of the class. 

Greet your fellow-members at class, 
and try to develop the spirit. of good- 
fellowship in the class meeting. Note 
the absence of any members. Inquire 
why they were not present. Visit them 
with deep sympathy for any trying prov- 
idence that may have come to them, and 
rejoice with them in their gladness. 

Plan an occasional. social evening 
with singing, recitations, readings, and 
other items that will make a pleasant 
evening of recreation. 

Suggest that sometimes the class hold 
itr regular meeting at the home of some 
member of the class. 

Give particular attention to new mem- 
bers. See that they are introduced to 
all the other class members. Be tactful 
and kind to those who are not quick to 
make friends, 





How would you organize a class of pros- 
pective teachers, and what is the best time 
for class-meeting? 

SUALLY the best results will be 

secured by forming a class of se- 
lected students. Look over your class 
and note th@ young men and young 
women of from 16 to 18 or 19 years of 
age who are capable and good, and ask 
them to enter the training class. It is 





fresh appeal to them. Human nature 
remains the same, and we must learn to 
deal with it as it is, without discourage- 
ment or surprise. This, however, need 
not and should not prevent us from do- 


well to secure the co-operation of the 
pastor and the teachers of the classes 
in which these folks are found. 
Secure as teacher of this class the 
best available man or woman. The 


ing our very best to hold those we have ; teacher should be a devoted Christian 
enrolled as well as to attract new ones.| who will have the. respect of the class. 





The visits should be so prompt, so regu- 
lar, so personal, so cordial, so frequent, 


He should also be sympathetic, tactful, 
and have the qualities of leadership. If 
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for the Sunday-School Worker 





in addition w these qualities Ps os -- 
pecially trained in pedagogy and psychol- 
ogy his usefulness as a teacher will | 
increased, but the first named qualities 
are the more important. 

The class should meet at the regular 
Sunday-school session. If at all possi- 
ble the class should have a_ separate 
room, and should be excused from par- 
ticipating in the closing exercises of the 
school t the additional time may be 
added to the study period. 


4 
Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


Since coming home from the International 
Training School at Lake Geneva, I have been 
pushing the war program in our men’s class, 
and I am writing for more definite informa- 
tion.—N. E. M. 

HE Army program for the adult 

classes is not yet fully developed. 
Sufficient progress however has been 
made for the classes to begin to do very 
definite and helpful service. The new 
Sunday-school War Board is rapidly 
systematizing Sunday-school service for 
soldiers and sailors. There are at 
present four recognized agencies 
through which all of our work will need 
to be done, so far as definitely reaching 
the enlisted men is concerned. 

1. The Red Cross. ‘The immediate 
service to be rendered this organization 
is to secure a larger number of Red 
Cross memberships, and to get in touch 
with the local Red Cross Chapter for 


instructions. concerning supplies that 
are needed, etc. 
2. The Food Administration. A let- 


ter addressed to the Food Administra- 
tion, Washington, D. C., will bring in- 
formation concerning Government plans 
for the conservation-of food, and how 
this can be promoted in every com- 
munity through the Sunday-school. 

"3. The Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. The . International Young 
Men’s Christian Association has been 
requested to take charge of the recre- 
ational and religious work of the Army. 
In due time a practical program will be 
announced through the press which will 
suggest many avenues of service to our 
adult classes. All of this work will be 
done under the direct supervision of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, our 
adult classes working in co-operation 
with them. 


4. The Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America. 

In addition to what may be done for 
the enlisted men through the above- 
mentioned ‘agencies, there are a number 
of kinds of service which may be ren- 
dered at the home base. Among these 
we mention the following: 


1. The most important piece of work 
to be done at the home base is to lead 
every enlisted man definitely to com- 
mit his life to Christ before he goes out 
from the home. In emphasis of this 
great need we quote from Mr. Gerald 
W. Birks, Supervisor of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, with Can- 
adian troops in Europe: 

“While readily appreciating the mag- 
nificent opportunities of Christian ser- 
vice over here, I am every day becom- 
ing more and more impressed with the 
fact that the real constructive work of 
the Kingdom is what is being done at 
home, by the Sunday-school, Young 
Men’s Christian Association, and kin- 
dred organizations; for there seems but 
little chance of a man coming through 
these awful experiences straight unless 
his feet have been firmly planted on the 
Rock before he leaves home.” 


2. Place upon the wall of your Sun- 
day-school room an Honor Roll for the 
enlisted men. This may be secured 
through your denominational publishing 
house. 

















3. Give to each man enlisting from 
your class or school, a Pocket Testa- 
ment. The War Work Council, head- 
quarters 124 East Twenty-eighth Street, 
New York City, has selected a special 
Testament, illustrated, small, and of 
durable khaki binding. Write upon the 
fly-leaf of this Testament a certificate 
indicating the relation which the en- 
listed man has borne to the local Sun- 
day-school and church. 


_ 4 Arrange a farewell reception for 
the enlisted men. It might be possible 
to enlist all the adult classes of an en- 
tire county in such a reception, and in 
this way emphasize to the men the prac- 
tical and prayerful interest which the 
Sunday-school and the church have in the 
great task to which they have been 
called. 


5. Watch carefully the calls for help 
that appear from time to time in our 
Sunday-school magazines and _ public 
press, and keep. the classes in readiness 
to help wherever opportunity offers. 


6. Keep constantly in mind the im- 
perative need of keeping the home re- 
ligious fires burning brightly. The sad- 
dest news that could reach our men at 
the front would be that the Christian 
work at home was being neglected. 


7. Many enlisted men _ will leave 
mothers, sisters, wives, and sweethearts 
who will sorely feel the loss of loved 
ones and will need encouragement and 
good cheer, and many times other forms 
of practical help. What finer service 
than this could our adult classes render! 

Keep in touch with the denominational 
and state headquarters for further de- 
velopments. 

I have in my Sunday-school a class of 
men which has never defined its task. The 
men are employees in our manufacturing 
district.—W. F. S. 

EL Bang fact that the men of your class 

are workers in a manufacturing dis- 
trict would lead one to suppose that they 
would have very practical minds and 
would be interested chiefly in a study 
of Biblical truth as applied to every- 
day life. Z 

For this same reason one of the best 
ways to help these men to become in- 
terested in any program of service 
would be to study carefully the needs 
of your community and begin to inter- 
est the nfen in practical forms of ser- 
vice that will meet those needs. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 








Kansas.—How would you ¢ure tardiness? 
N 


Begin on time. 





Pennsylvania—Do you have, or do you 
know where I can secure a suggested Instal- 
lation Service for the installing of Sunday- 
school officers?—W. W. S. 

HERE are a number of Installation 

Services, but I do not know of any 
that are prepared separately. The only 
one the writer has prepared is found in 
his book “How to Conduct a Sunday 
School,” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.35). 


Iowa.—Do you think twenty minutes is a 
long enough time to give to the teaching 
of the lesson?—B. H. 

T DEPENDS on who the teacher is. 

If the teacher is worthy of the place 
he occupies and qualified to fill. it, 
twenty minutes is not enough. There is 
a tendency now to increase the time of 
teaching, and, indeed, to lengthen the 
time for the whole school. There are 
some who are advocating making the 
school two hours long in order to make 
it a real school. This will be difficult 





with all of the other services of the day, | 


but a_ good many Sunday-school people 
are giving considerable attention to the 
matter. The Sunday-school session is 








entirely too short to. permit of the work 
that really ought to be done. The 
lengthening of the session, however, 
brings many problems that must be 
solved before it can be a_ success. 
Thirty nfinutes is the minimum for the 
teaching period in the Secondary and 
Adult Divisions. 


Minnesota.—Should the Junior superin-. 
tendent have the privilege of suggesting the 
teachers for that department?—L. M. 
= No: person knows so well as 

the superintendent of a department 
what teachers are needed or what kind 
of teachers are needed. A wise super- 
intendent of this, or any other depart- 
ment, will be looking ahead and plan- 
ning in this regard. She should suggest 
the teachers to the committee that ap- 
points teachers—and she is a member 
of that committee so far as her own 
department is concerned. The other 
members would be the pastor of the 
church, the superintendent of the Sun- 
day-school, and the educational director 
of the Sunday-school, but the depart- 
mental superintendent should always 
have the privilege of suggesting the 
teachers for his or her department. 


Canada.—I have a mixed class of boys and 
girls, ages six, seven, and eight, just a 
country school, and no private room for 
them. Could you tell me how to interest 
these little ones and keep their attention. 
I have no help at all, only a lesson book. 
We have the large pictures for the begin- 
ners. Mine is the primary.—‘A Country 
Teacher.” 

HE needs of the children are similar 

whether there are many or few in a 
Sunday-school. It would be wise for 
you to communicate with your denomi- 
national Sunday-school Board in Can- 
ada, requesting samples of Departmental 
Graded Le.sons for the Primary De- 
partment. These are prepared year by 
year, and it is possible to secure large 
pictures to use with them. 


om 


That amazingly fresh, novel, and de- 
lightfut book, “Little Jetts Telling Bible 
Stories,” is doing unexpected things. 
The author says it was his “effort to get 
something started which will drive 
parents to God’s Word with their chil- 
dren.” And now it appears that a young 
mother has been converted through the 
insistent pleading of her two children 
to explain to them the pictures of the 
Prodigal Son, the Lost Coin, and the 
Lost Sheep. The book was reviewed in 
The Sunday School Times of October 
20, and is a treasure to both parents and 
children for Sunday afternoons or even- 
ings in the home. Unfortunately the 
price was incorrectly given as 60 cents; 
tt should have been 75 cents,—and it is 
a big 75 cents’ worth. The publisher is 
Wade C. Smith, Drawer 1176-D, Rich- 
mond, Va. 
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The Panday Schoo! Times 


Philadelphia, November 3, 1917 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 





and Canada. These rates include 
postage: 
$1 .00 Five or more copies, either 


to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copys a years, > 
3 ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al. 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 


school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, November 18 


Our Denominational Foreign Mission 
Donniiee Thole Miteey ond and Achieve- 
ments (Isa. 55: 1-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—A board of elders (Exod. 24 : 1-3). 

Tues.—A church board (1 Tim. 3: 1-13). 

Wed.—A board of leaders (1 Chron. 13: 
1-14). 

Thurs.—An apostle’s report (Acts 11: 
1-18). 

Fri.—A sample mission (Acts 14: 1-18). 

Sat.—A ionary’s support (Rom. 15: 
22-33). 
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How @!2 our foreign missionary board orig- 
inate? 

What good has our foreign missionary 
board accomplished? 

How can we aid our foreign missionary 
board? 


“WHE first American foreign mission- 
| ary board was the American Board 
of Commissioners of Foreign Missions. 
It was organized on June 29, 1810, at 
Bradford, Theos, and held its first meet- 
ing and adopted. its constitution on Sep- 
tember 5, at Farmington, Conn. -It was 
the outgrowth of the missionary devo- 
tion of a little group of Williams Col- 
lege students known to us as the Hay- 
stack Band because of their famous 
prayer-meeting during a storm in the 
shelter of a haystack, where they con- 


-secrated themselves to the missionary 


purpose. The: Board -for some years 
served the Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches as well as the Congregational, 
but it became and is now the foreign 


missionary ‘a of the Congregational 
church, which had the “honor of estab- 
lishing it. _ 


The second board was the outgrowth 
of the first. One of the first mission- 
aries of the American Board was 
Adoniram Judson, who sailed in Jan- 
uary, 1812, During the voyage Judson 
changed his views on baptism, and later 
another of the first group of mission- 
aries joined him and the American Bap- 
tist Missionary Union was formed, in 
1814, to support them and their work. 
For twenty years the work was largely 
confined to Burmah, but in 1835 the 
mission to the Telugus, which has 
proved one of the most fruitful of all 
missions, was begun. 


Presbyterian forei mission work 
began among the Indians in the eigh- 
teenth century, but work abroad in for- 
eign lands was not really begun apart 
from the American Board until 1833, 
and the present Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions was incorporated in 1837. The 
New School branch of the Church con- 
tinued to work through the American 
Board until the reunion of the New 
School and the Old School in 1870. The 
United Presbyterians began their work 
in India in 1858. The Southern Pres- 
byterians separated from the Northern 
Presbyterians at the time of the Civil 
War. s 


The Methodist Episcopal Church for 
many years carried on its Home and 
Foreign Mission work together. The 
Missionary Society of the Church was 
organized in 1819, and the first work 
opened was in Africa, where Melville 
B. Cox was the first foreign missionary 
of the Church. The Southern Metho- 
dist Board began its work in 1846 in 
China. - 


The other principal American foreign 
mission boards are the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, begun in 
1820, and later developed in 1835, be- 
ginning its work in 1830 in Liberia and 
Greece. The American Lutheran Mis- 


sion began at Guntur, in India, in 1842 








the Mission of the Disciples in 1849, and 
of the United Brethren in 1855. The 
Reformed Church established its own 
Board in 1857. 


v4 
From these beginnings the following 
table will show to what these four 
largest Boards have grown: 


Mission- Native Native 
aries Workers Converts 


American Board...... 661 5,273 83,135 
Baptist Board........ 688 6,673 183,505 
Methedist Board..... 1,570 13,110 207,494 
Presbyterian Board.. 1,353 6,242 =: 161,470 


The American Bible Society, which be- 


(Lesson for Nov. 18) 





NOVEMBER 3, 1917 


‘ 


longs to all the denominations, sprang 
from the same influence which origi- 
nated the American Board. Samuel J. 
Mills was the leading spirit in each 
movement. It was established in 1816, 
and last year celebrated its €entennial. 


rd 
aon cannot do better for mis- 
or loyally to support their owa 


How much have od bag given to your 


‘own Board this 


Have you lnsteeeed the gift over the 
gift of last year? 
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The Tragedy of Deafness! 


By L. E. SMITH 


tion of deafness can know the 

tragedy of it. Because theirs is 
a loss that is not apparent to others, 
they do not always receive the consider- 
ation that is willingly given to others 
whose deformity is. visible to all. 

All too often the affliction of deafness 
is regarded with impatience and irrita- 
tion. People dislike to have to repeat 
their remarks—they tire of speaking in 
a loud tone—they lose patience. And 
so the sufferer from deafness, rather 
than ask continually: “What’s that?” 
or “What did you say?” gradually ac- 
cepts the inevitable and sinks into a life 
of loneliness. 

He finds himself shut off from the 
world about him. <A wall of silence 
stands between him, his friends, and 


()iis: those who suffer the afflic- 


.even his own family. They become as 


strangers to him. He feels that fate has 
sentenced him to a living death, and he 
thinks of the long stretch of dreary 
years before him, knowing that his hear- 


ing Will contidé to grow worse "as the t 


years go by. 

Others can enjoy the theater, the 
opera, concerts. Life is full and rich 
and bright for them. They can hear. 
They have a priceless treasure—how 
gxest it is only a person without it can 
te 

Not only does deafness deprive one of 
countless pleasures and enjoyments in 
life—it is also a constant source of 
danger. The deaf person is unsafe on 
the streets, for failing to hear the sounds 
of traffic, he may be run down by an 
approaching vehicle—perhaps maimed or 
killed. 

Hardest of all is the lot of the deaf 
person who is without independent 
means of livelihood. He finds that his 
affliction is a handicap in business—an 
almost unsurmountable obstacle to ob- 
taining employment,. Unable to work, 
through no fauit of his own, he is com- 
pelled to place himself upon the charity 
of the members of his family. 


A New Kind of Ear Phone 


No wonder that men and women who 
know the tragedy of deafness seek relief 
in the numerous devices that are offered 
to them. But practically every deaf per- 
son knows that the old style ear phone 
affords at best only a small measure of 
improvement in hearing. What has been 
needed is the discovery of an entirely 
new principle in the construction of the 
ear phone. 

Such a discovery has just been an- 


nounced by the Mears Ear Phone Com- 
pany of New York City—the result of 
several years’ research and experimen- 
tation by a foreign inventor. It is im- 
possible to explain in this space. the 
operation of this new “Intensitone” 
model with its remarkable adjustment 
to 96 different shades of sound, for 
every. kind and degree of deafness. 

A. complete description and explana- 
tion, however, can be obtained by any 
one interested, without any expense or 
obligation. A valuable booklet has been 
prepared by the Mears Ear Phone Com- 
pany, which tells all about the causes of 
deafness and its treatment and explains 
the “Intensitone” in detail. 

Whether you are just a little hard of 
hearing or almost totally deaf—if you 
have a “ringing” noise in the ears, a 
sense of fullness in the head—if ‘you 
suffer from catarrhal colds—if you find 
that you are not able to hear even slight 
sounds clearly and distinctly, it will pay 
you to get this booklet at once, as the 
endency of deainessis- -werse all 
the time unless it is taken in hand. 


What Causes Deafness? 


The most common cause of deafness 
is catarrh of the middle ear. A con- 
gested condition is developed which in- 
terferes with the normal action of the 
various parts of the ear structure. The 
partial deafness and sense of fullness 
experienced by persons. with cold in the 
head is due to the same cause- This 
condition, however slight, should not be 
neglected, as the ear drum itself thickens 
and withers from disuse, and the result 


~is complete deafness. 


On the other hand, people who are al- 
most totally deaf often give up all hope 
of ever hearing again. But, unknown 
to them, there may still be some vitality 
in the aural cavity and the auditory 
nerve, which may again be brought into 
use by the new “Intensitone” ear phone. 

If you should decide that you would 
like to see and try the “Intensitone” Ear 
Phone, with its new 96 sound adjust- 
ment, you can do so without paying a 
penny in advance- So sure are the 
makers that it will enable you to hear 
perfectly that they are willing to send it 
to you for ten days’ free trial without 
deposit. 

But first get the free booklet, “Deaf- 
ness—Its Causes and Treatment.” Write 
for it today—a postcard will do. Ad- 
dress the Mears Ear Phone Co., Dept. 
ty 45 West 34th St., New York City. 

dvt. 
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